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urge dialogue 






* :Sa ?l «i dei „ 


r ^HRt^ ?^. 2 tR)--Reprcsc;r.^u'ves from 14 official Arab 
jodfl)L ca&d for innstniaive talks with foreign 
;^B»-u*Scd The Arabpress to depend on their own 
e 1 conference of the Union of 
r. — - - - - ^--«9esra^deckfed to suspend membership of the 
.^pt^J^ddte Easr J^ews. Agency XMEN A) and the Sudan 
;Nfiws? Ageqcy {SUNA) forfaifing to pay overdue subscriptions. 
I News ag«c^^areMntcd atTbe_three-day meeting were from 
L L^^n^iiar^yr^KiJwajt , Jordan, the United Arab Emirates, 
AIgCTfa, Saudi Aiabia, Qatar, the I^ybian Jamiriyah, Morocco 
■MauyitaBM-^iQd South Yemen. The Palestinian News Agency 
; The conference called for a con- 

strwdy^d^o|^ ^th foreign new; agencies and information 
- m®M : to tfSgbfeto balanced and objective flow of news that did 
l *t^i Arab coubtries. 
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Press Fo undatio n 


British punk star dies of overdose 


NEW YORK. Feb. 2 f R )— British punk rock star Sid Vicious died 
of an overdose of he rain here today . one day after he was I reed 
from jail while awaiting trial on charge> of murdering his girl- 
friend last year. Vicious's death was reported to police by his latest 
girlfriend. Michelle Robinson, who said she found the musician 
dead in bed 3t her Greenwich Village apartment. The 2 1 -year old 
Briton, whose real name was John Simon Richie, had been in a 
New .York prison until yesterday, when he was freed on S51MMMI 
bail. He was charged with the stabbing to death of 2 N -year-old 
Nancy Spungen last October. The gangly, spiked-heir Vicious 
denied the charge, but the district attorney s office later released 
an alleged confession he made to them. The trial was not expected 
to start for two more months. He hud been treated for heroin 
addiction after his arrest. A police spokesman said Vicious “did 
not intend to kill himself. It was an accident. " 
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Price: Jordan SO lite; Syria SO piastres; Lebanon 75 piastres; 
Saudi Arabia 1 riyal; UAE 1 dirham; Great Britain 25 pence. 




After banning press conference 
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fcSh in* sl&J HEBRON , West Bank. Feb. 2 
Ube ^ ntttitgij governor of the 

— j • .•froccupied. West .Bank, 'who yes- 


prevents W. Bank 
mayors fro m praye r 


The Defence Ministry two 
weeks ago amended a previous 
IMS, and ^r'^occopKd. west Bank, 'who yes- timetable established by the 
L ■ ■’^ferday banned a press conference Labour government some years 

_. called by local Arab mayois, today- - ago; giving Jews more time for 

W prevented them from attending: -.prayers than formerly, and ullow- 

panese pr^moming prayer services at ' Al feg them to use an additional part 
Haram Ai 1 bra hi mi fo 'Hebron/ .- of the site. 

* Premier ^ Hebron Mayor Fahd Oawasmeb ;-v -Moslem spokesmen corn- 
ea Gh'tn, A^ a< * felted foreign ^newsp^ii to a ..plained that Jewish residents o( 
Shis wav hon^ ; ^ I ^ ss con ^ ,ie ®?* ^ fils. tonm" hall the Kiryat Arab suburb of the 

fey. The»- e l t^^ roda y 10 hear complaints s*ont 
Ih China Jr? recent Israeii Ktifentent-h^Vities 

Union in -w, ^ 071 *** w<al $»*■* V-i:,. 

Uerp £'*$ But shortly after his invitations 
h were tele Ph°ned to rfewsmen, he 
f -noritnJ e lhB ***«»* informed by the military gov-; 

” n,ent - -mor that the meetiBgvias banned 
as it was political to i nature and was 
MOTS bring ^therefore hot pernrittedbecausent 
night inflame JocaMeefings bet- 
Israelis and Arabs, mun- 


!c P ween 

‘ Vl *MdpaJ sources said. ' . r - 
.cora® ; Poiiticaladivity by local leaders 


n ^ - * unfci Mu wi iwu mmcia 

■ _*■ , ^ niKl hasbeen banned since 1967, when 

0 ' ^ ur < Israel captured the area, 

ember. :r? , Secuntj- sonrees said the mayor 

Si out tej; u Kjad therefore organised a mass 
n: tobemjcfmjraycir meeting by mayors and 
y two sue: Religious leaders from -the West 
by teficSank, at the Ibrahimi Mosque, 
raditional site of the tombs of the 
>iblical patriarchs venerated by 

m to discuss E ews and Moslems. 

Tbeir convoy of cars was turned 
. . »ack at a roadblock near the vil- 
3 ^ Ln^iVragg of Hafhui just north erf Heb- 
Ha-oic^oh, where speeches were. deD- 
di?S'.\rp.^!. <- ered by several mayors denoun c 


Arab town on Hebron, where 
many members and supporters of 
the ultra-nationalist Gush 
Emunim (Fairh Bioc) live, 
attended prayers at the mosque 
while armed and escorted by 
guard dogs. 

The mayors and Moslem religi- 
ous leaders dispensed after pray- 
ers in the Halhul mosque, but vis- 
itors to the area reported con- 
siderable tension throughout the 
region. 

A new para-military village was 
established in the Jordan Valley 
rift today by members of the 
Nahal (Fighting and Farming 
Youth) wing of the Israeli army. 

Miliraiy sources said that the 
village of Na’amah north of 
Jericho in the below-sea -level 
Jordan rift was the first of three 
new Nahal villages to be estab- 
lished under a government deci- 
sion a month ago. 

Two others— in the northern 
part of the Jordan Valley and in' 
the Gaza Strip - are to be estab- 
lished shortly, the sources said. 


sgnti.iTi.vtt (tca^ig a new timetable for Jewish and 
;t ard L S Hi '.vfosJeni praydzs.at l5xt .boly site: The government claims that the 
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ittitudk KHARTOUM^Feb. 2 fR)“ Sudanese Ptes- 
ident Jaafar Nunem gave a big boost to ' 
tMocal government today byabo fishing seven 
r ministries and* handing their powers over to 
^ povintial cohnrils. He told a press con- 
‘ ference the- move aimed to decentralise 
• -power and consolicfete local government in 

« rx j Sudan’s l8 provinces. The. seven ministers 

are Education; Yonth and Shirts, Soria) 
ijisc s-' Affairs, Religious Affairs, . Cooperatives, 

. I'Z* z - Trade and Supply and Interior. . 


i: 
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’”t- ? iEffiUT , Feb . : 2 (R^Abdut 30 Iranians posted pictures of the 
r ^ ' V.% Ayatofl^ Khoin^mi inskle their embassy here today— with die 


A 1 TK , \Z - pfinnissfen of fhe Chmge. <f Affaires who told reporters be agreed 

’ -• ttv tbev reaflesT'bV' niif iin nirf ams nf Ihi 1 Mnclpm rpliouMic Ipa^fpr 


Z fe pfece pf the Sh'ah.' As' a ShTite Moslem, be supported the 
•v' - •’ rr '[' ‘ .'- Ayatollah, he said . The Iranians also removed a plaque carrying 
J the embassy -s name and~replaced.it with one inscribed “Embassy 
uV.r of the Iranian Isfemic Republic in Beirut.” 


‘"' K X-ZZ..- CAIRO, Feb. 2 (R)—Egypt yesterday wel- 
!r corned any pan-Arab dfreussionson Middle 
J East jJeace nwves and stressed it would not 
j - conchide' a separate treaty with Israel. 
i v -J 1 Prime Minister Mustapha KhaiQ, speaking 

beforc the Egyprian paxliament said Egypt 






fought four* wars during the past 30 years. 
- 1L Wben 'the Arafr : countries unanimously 
decided id reariFa -peaceful solution Egypt 
followed "jhe. jroad Leading to a com- 
prelwn^esettlemriit:'' 





, ' TEL AVIV^ Fcb.- 2 (R)— Some 1,600 Palestiaiaii commandos 
i ivV - ■' .were arrested op occupied Arab land in 1978, 300 more than 
or-*:'”"'’ .diirmg-tl^ pTevious year, military sources said yesterday. The 
^ \soutres saklaboaM O^er cent of commandos imprisoned in Israel 

p . t. : J " retirmed to^ri-Israel activities after their release. The Military 
^ .... ' Governorof the Occupied West Bank said that Palestinians in the 

...r lS - 1 territory he crintrolS had adopted a more extreme line recently. 
.“Sooir after tbe Camp David agreements were signed there were 


seve^.W^Banknotabfe who came out in favour of sell-rule in 
; -v -"' the ar^ BUt" portly afterwards, those moderate voices were 


siLei^d, sdmehrties under threat of murder by extremists,’ 

said. 


he 




r,i : i. ' , ' ; BONN,:peh.- 2 ^ West. Germany and 

\ 1 ^ Sandi Arsftvfe; sign^f an agreement today 

■ ..v j proterifeg German investments in the Arab 

- “‘'^‘7;^- " country. A sfetement by the Bonn Foreign 
• P» , ‘ Ministry e^. ^e- agreement covered only 

> 'j : ^’private investment which was guaranteed 
! V'j; -yy the. West German government. The 

' c 1 j.j-; * iccord was; signed by Economics Minister 

tha! *yy Hnmt ;Ofto Lambstforff and the Saudi 
and -Economics Minister, 
!-ii: ^hammed-AB Abai KhaD. In an accom- 

yfeg exchange of -letters. Saudi Arabia 
.-..* 4*0 pledged protection for investments in 
f ini f T'rihch the state-backed German Develop- 


I 



v hem Association has a share. 



h - r ’ r " SL AVIV, Feb, 2 (R)~Tbe Israeli Amy has named Maj-Goi. 
' pc c *!• . p v jajjy‘Mattits next Military Coordinator of Activities in Occupied 

i 




v- Arab Land replacing Gen. Avraham Orly. Brigadier-Gen. 
. & ’ j fehosbua ^gitwm be appointed C3iief of MSfitary Intelligence, 
; r r ::: : 'v ; akhig over from Maj-Gen. Sblomo GaziL The new intelligence 
*• hief will be promoted to the rank of major general. The new 
• • ppointinents take effect today. 
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United Slates agreed ai the Camp 
David summit conference last 
year that para-military set- 
tlements could be set up as pan of 
Israel's defence measures. 

Tlie siles for Nahal setllemcnls 
are chosen by army headquarters. 
Most such settlements become 
permanent civilian villages when 
the young men and women sol- 
diers complete the three-year 
military' training they undergo 
while farming land in the vicinity. 


Israeli planes 
reported strafing 

South Lebanon 



As Iranians await Khomeini’s orders 


Armed conflict 
legal clash ex 



BEIRUT, Feb. 2 (R)-TJie 
right-wing Falangist radio said 
Israeli warplanes today strafed 
Arnoun Castle and the 
neighbourhood in the eastern sec- 
tor of South Lebanon. 

The radio said Israeli planes 
flew over the southern region 
throughout yesterday and people 
in the area had been in a state of 
alert, “for any surprises.” 

Earlier today- Lebanese Pres- 
ident Elias Sarkis called in the 
U.S. Ambassador in Beirut. John 
Gunther Dean, for an hours dis- 
cussion on the situation in the 
troubled south. 

The envoy told reporters later: 
“President Sarkis conveyed to me 
the Lebanese government's stand 
which I, in turn, will pass on to my 
government, and I can say w"e 
denounce violence everywhere, 
esperiailyin Southern Lebanon." 

The Lebanese government has 
been drawing up plans, in coor- 
dination with the 13. N. Interim 
Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL). to 
deploy regular troops in the 
southern region bordering Israel 
and restore normal life to the area. 


Chinese Vice Premier Deng Xiaoping (centre) viewing a motor as it 
rolls down the assembly line at a Ford plant at Hapeville. Ga. On 
Friday, Mr. Deng got a taste of the Old West as he visited Houston. 
Tex., where be saw some of America's most advanced space technol- 
ogy and visited a manufacturer of oil drilling equipment. Later 
tonight he was scheduled to attend a rodeo and eat barbecued meat at 
a ranch outside Houston. (AJP wirephoto) 


TEHRAN. Feb. 2 |R)— Armed con- 
flict could erupt in Iran unless 
Prime Minister Shah pour Bakht- 
iar and Ayatollah Ruhollah Kho- 
meini reach agreement on a polit- 
ical solution within two or three 
days, highly -placed government 
sources said today. 

The sources said ministers of the 
embattled civilian government 
detected the spectre of civil war if 
there is no speedy settlement with 
the 78-year-old Moslem leader 
who wants to set up an Islamic 
republic in place of the absent 
Shah. 

Some ministers were already- 
prepared to resign in favour of 
Khomeini nominees if their sac- 
rifice would save Iran from a 
bloodbath, the sources said. 

After returning to a triumphal 
welcome by millions of devotees 
yesterday, the Ayatollah told Dr. 
Bakhtiars government it should 
step down or face arrest. 

Dr. Bakhtiar, appointed by the 


Callaghan takes tough line 
against trade unionists 


LONDON. Feb. 2 |R)--Bri tain’s 
Labour government today took a 
tougher line against the tactics of 
trade union extremists pressing 
for huge pay rises. 

Ministers and members of the 
Labour parry normally an ally of 
the unions hit out at wildcat pic- 


kets blockading hospitals, stop- 
ping burials and closing down 
schools. 

After denouncing what he 
called "free collective vandalism” 
in parliament yesterday. Prime 
Minister James Callaghan called 
in four union leaders to tell them 


Tito enjoys Kuwaiti sun, 
inspects joint projects 


Sadat: Sinai oil 
does not hinder 
ME peace treaty 


CAIRO. Feb. 2 (R)-President 
Anwar Sadat said today that the 
Sinai oil is not a problem hin- 
dering a peace treaty with Israel, 
the official Middle East News 
Agency (MENA) reported. 

“Israel has offered to pay the 
international prices for the Sinai 
oil ’and . we have accepted," 
MENA quoted Mr. Sadat as say- 
ing. 

The oil concerned is in the pan 
of the Sinai Peninsula which Israel 
would hand back to Egypt under 
the proposed treaty. 

Mr. Sadat said Egypt would 
wait to hear from President Carter 
on the next step for reviving the 
stalled peace talks. 

■ Mr. Sadat, who was inspecting 
new houses under construction at 
his Nile Delta village of Mit Abul 
Kom told reporters that President 
Carter is currently busy with 
Chinese Vice-Premier Deng Xia- 
oping “but I hope to hear from 
him soon". 


KUWAIT. Feb. 2 I R I— President Tito of Yugoslavia, on a four-day 
visit to this Gulf state, went on a sightseeing tour today to inspect 
construction projects and other schemes in Kuwait. 

Earlier, the 86-year -old president held informal talks with Kuwaiti 
Heir- Apparent and Premier Sheikh Sa'ad Al Abdulla AI Sabah. 

Officials said the discussions dealt with Middle East developments 
and boosting bilateral relations. 

Formal talks between the Yugoslav leader, who arrived here yes- 
terday, and the Etnirof Kuwait Sheikh J3ber Al Ahmed AJ Sabah are 
due to begin tomorrow on a wide-range of bilateral. .Arab and 
non-aligned issues. 

The president, on the first' stop of a two-week trip which will also 
take him to Iraq. Syria and Jordan, visited Kuwait Towers, a tourist 
landmark being constructed by a Yugoslav firm, which is expected to 
be completed within two months. 

Enjoying the warmth of Kuwait, President Tito looked fit as be 
drove through the capital's streets with Finance Minister Abdel- 
Rahman Al Atiqi, head of the mission of honour assigned to accom- 
pany him during bis stay. 

President Tito and the Emir arc expected to discuss the Middle 
East situation including latest developments of Egyptian -Israel 
peace moves. 

Kuwait, like the three other slates he will visit, is opposed to last 
September’s Camp David peace accords between Egypt and Israel. 

The political turmoil in Iran is also expected to be discussed by the 
two heads of state, informed sources said. 

President Tito is also expected to seek an expansion of Yugoslav- 
Kuwaiti economic cooperation as well as Kuwaiti loans and other 
facilities to help offset his country's foreign trade deficit, the sources 
said. 

Kuwaiti newspapers today paid tribute to President Tito and said 
his visit would consolidate bilateral relations and the non-aligned 
movement. 

The daily A) Qabas said the meeting between the Emir and Pres- 
ident Tilo would provide a good opportunity to discuss ways' to 
safeguard the non-aligned movement. 



Turkish editor’s killing condemned 

ISTANBUL, Feb. 2 (R)— The bullets which killed 
one of Turkey's foremost journalists were 
intended for Turkish democracy and con- 
stitutional order. Premier Btilent Ecevit said 
today as the nation reacted strongly to the latest 
political murder. Abdi Ipecki, Editor-in-Chief of 
the influential independent daily Milliyet, was 
shot in his car as he drove home from work yes- 
terday. He died in hospital. Turkey's major news- 
papers appeared with all-black mastheads to mark 
his death, with leaders of all political parties issu- 
ing statements condemning the murder. 

Britain ends tests on Asian women 

LONDON. Feb. 2 (RV-Biitain today ordered an 
end to virginity checks on Asian women coming 
here to be married. The Home Office admitted 
that an Indian woman had been medicaDy tested 
at Heathrow Airport last week to see if she had 
ever borne a child. The tests arc designed to help 
immigration officials check 'whether claims of 
intended marriage to British . residents are 
genuine. The Home Office said the woman, aged 
35, had been examined because an immigration 
officer suspected she might already have been 
married. It said the test showed she had never had 
a child. 


Albanian ‘King- ordered out of Spain 

MADRID, Feb. 2 (R)--The self-proclaimed King 
of Albania has left Spain on the advice of 
authorities who threatened to confiscate an 
arsenal of weapons found in his Madrid residence. 
Spanish officials reported today. They said that 
39-year-old King Leka the First, who has lived in 
Spain since 1962, flew to Gabon on Wednesday 
with his Australian-born wife and a group of 
bodyguards and aides. Leka, who is 2.06 metres 
(six feet nine inches) tall, proclaimed himself King 
when his father. King Zog. died in exile in 1961. 


Hears!, husband- to-be go into hiding 


SAN FRANCISCO, Feb. 2 (R)-Newspaper 
heiress Patricia Hearst and the policeman she will 
marry. Bernard Shaw, holidayed at a secret resort 
today away from the crowds and eccentrics she 
fears might try to harm her. The 24-year-old Miss 
Hearst was released from prison yesterday after 
serving 22 months of a seven-year sentence for 
bank robbery. She told reporters she probably 
would have to go into hiding. She received threats 
while in prison from people who were angered 
because she turned in court against members of 
the so-called Symbioncse Liberation Army who 
kidnapped her five years ago. 


the way in which strikes have been 
conducted was shocking the 
nation and ruining his re-election 
hopes. 

Secretary of State for Prices and 
Consumer Protection Roy Hat- 
tersley followed it up when, in a 
radio interview today, he said it 
Vvas time unions stood up against 
members who are giving them a 
bad name. 

He denounced the behaviour of 
some strikers as thoroughly inde- 
fensible. 

Mr. HattersJey also dismissed as 
“fantasy" any idea that the gov- 
ernment would authorise higher 
pay offers to 1 .5 million low wage 
earners pressing for increases 
ranging up to 40 per cent. 

Conservative opposition leader 
Margaret Thatcher called for a 
campaign against the “few 
thousand wreckers" in the union 
movement. 

Speaking during a factory tour 
in North London, she said she was 
appalled at the callous way strik- 
ers were picketing hospitals. “The 
codes of practice on picketing do 
not work and we .have to have 
legislation." she 3dded. 

There was no let-up in low-paid 
workers’ industrial action. About 
1 , 100 of Britain's 2,300 state hos- 
pitals were only accepting 
emergency cases because of 
sporadic stoppages by cleaners, 
kitchen staff, porters and other 
ancillary staff. 

Mr. Hatters ley said the general 
election which must be held by 
mid-November should not take 
place until after the present indus- 
trial unrest has ended. “An elec- 
tion campaign now would be 
dominated by wild statements,” 
he said. 

The minority government is 
striving to reach some sort of pay 
agreement with the Trades Union 
Congress (TUC) in the next few 
weeks to pave the way for the elec- 
tion campaign. 


Shah before he flew abroad 1 7 
days ago into possible exile, has 
adamantly refused to resign. But 
he said today he would accept 
supporters of Ayatollah Khomeini 
in a government if they were peo- 
ple of international calibre. 

Dr. Bakhtiar S3id that if the 
Ayatollah unilateral!) announced 
a provisional government fur his 
planned Islamic republic "1 would 
ignore it as far as possible." 

He said "Mr. Khomeini is 
now here and he can help us on 
certain problems... we can accept 
his judgment on questions of relig- 
ion or social affairs but when he 
wants to he foreign 
minister— really...” 

He added that he had made a 
number of proposals but did not 
say what kind of response he had 
received. 

The Prime Minister said there 
was no question of a military coup 
in Iran for the time being. 

"The army does not command 
in Iran.” Dr. Bakhtiar said. “It 
must remain at the sen-ice of gov- 
ernment policy and in the current 
situation. I exclude any coup 
d'etat by the army". 

But he warned that petrol bomb 
attacks on military barracks and 
banks would be answered with 
bullets. 

A source close to the cabinet 
said it was essential that a political 
solution to the crisis be found “on 
a juridical basis acceptable to the 
government.” 

But there was no sign of any- 
softening of the Ayatollah's flat 
refusal to recognise Dr. Bakhtiar 
and his government. 

In an uncompromising 
revolutionary speech yesterday 
after his tumultuous welcome 
home from 15 years in exile. Mr. 
Khomeini stopped short of 
announcing a provisional gov- 
ernment. 

But aides said he may do so 
tomorrow— when he is expected to 
hold a press conference— or on 
Sunday. 

The result would be a formal 
constitutional clash, which mod- 
erate Iranians fear could be resol- 
ved only by street fighting bet- 
ween the Ayatollah's millions of 
supporters and the pro-Shah 
armed forces backing Dr, Bakht- 
iar. 

Ayatollah Khomeini mean- 
while received more than 10U.0P0 
people who thronged the Islamic 
school in central Tehran which is 
his political base. 

Turbanned mullahs (Moslem 
clergymen) went to see him in the 
early morning, followed by tens of 
thousands of men and then 
throngs of women, all wearing 
enveloping black chadors 
(cloaks). 

The Ayatollah made no polit- 
ical statements. But he said he 
would soon go to the holy city of 
Qom, which he is expected to 
make his long-term headquarters. 

Among those briefly received 
by the Ayatollah was the leader of 
the opposition "National Front 
Party. Dr. Karim Sanjabi. a 
respected nationalist politician 
who may play a role in the planned 
Islamic republic. 

But the two men did not discuss 


the political crisis an aice of C 
Srinjabi ->aid. ” l'he\ just sa 
hell*.." 

In an interview published 
London,Ayaii-iJkjh K.h«»meini sa 
that when the resolution su 
cecdeJ. economic and social mt 
lets would he h.mdled in line vvi 
Klamic principle*. 

The interview w:i* published 
thi> month's issue oi the Londo 
based monthly Al IkiissaJ . 
Arahi. 

He said Iran used to be sc 
sufficient in food but nc 
imported it. “Therefore we \v 
develop agriculture so that ti 
Iranian farmer can live an ho: 
ourahle life and return to his lai 
to care fur it.” he said. 

The Ayatollah added: "We w 
also work toward- liberating o 
mineral wealth within a prop 
framework based on human jv 
tice " 

In Geneva, the Intematior 



An adoraig crowd lifts a soidk 
towards the AvatoUah Khomein 
Friday, as the religious leade 
appears on the balcony of hi 
Tehran temporary headquarter* 
More than 100.000 greeted th 
Ayatollah on his second day in Ira 
after an exile of 15 years. (Al 
wirephoto) 


Road Transport Union (IRl 
announced today that Turkey h: 
given permission for seven 
European truck drivers strande 
for weeks in Iran to return aero: 
the frontier. 

About 1 .0(10 European true 
drivers—from Austria. Britaii 
Bulgaria. France. West German; 
Hungary and Switzerland— ha v 
been stuck at Bazargan in Ira 
since December because of a poli 
ical strike bv Iranian customs mer 
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Wrong Church, 


wrong pew 

WHEN SENATOR Frank Church acceded recently to the 
chairmanship of the important U.S. Senate Foreign Rela- 
tions Committee, it was a clear setback for Arab interests in 
Washington. A long-time captive of Zionist influence on 
Congress, and an ambitious Democratic Party presidential 
aspirant. Senator Church suddenly found himself occupy- 
ing a useful new platform from which to expound his dis- 
torted view of American Middle East policy. 

Now. in a speech to a Jewish audience in Florida, Mr. 
Church has outdone himself with a stinging attack on Saudi 
Arabia, calling that country a “detriment to peace'* and 
warning the Saudis that their “special relationship" with 
the United States “cannot be a one-way street." 

The timing of the speech is nothing if not curious, 
coming just as the Saudis themselves are re-assessing their 
relationship with the United States in the light of what they 
see as the growing un dependability of America as an ally, 
as an economic partner, and as a guarantor against sudden 
changes in the strategic balance in the Gulf. If the Saudis 
are wavering, Mr. Church seems determined to give them 
the push. 

The Saudi rulers might agree with Senator Church that 
their relationship with the U.S. cannot be a “one-way 
street"; from their point of view, indeed, it is perhaps time 
to reverse direction from this cul-de-sac. 

Financially, the Saudis have kept a substantial prop- 
ortion of their oil surpluses in dollars, and have stoutly 
defended and helped to prop up that currency, when all 
about them had long since lost faith in American fiscal 
policy. Because of the dollar’s loss of value since 1 973, they 
have watched their oil earnings decline alarmingly in value; 
where they could have prevailed on their OPEC partners to 
raise crude oil prices to compensate for these losses, they 
have instead engineered moderate price rises which have 
not kept pace with inflation. - - • - 

As an added vote of confidence in the American sys- . 
tern, they have spent billions on importing U.S. technolog}' 
{often when the comparable European or Japanese , 
technology was not only cheaper but more suitable), and i 
have invested millions more in U.S. industry and real estate : 
(for which they Have been branded as greedy interlopers 
trying to "buy up America”). In recent weeks, they have 
reluctantly increased their oil production to make up for 
the reduced flow of oil to America from Iran. And, of j 
course, they continue to wait patiently for the U.S. to adopt j 
a sensible energy policy, while pressing ahead themselves 
with pioneering research into solar energy. 

Politically, for wanting to share responsibility with the 
U.S. in defending the oilfields of the Gulf and the Arabian 
peninsula against subversion, they have seen their offer to 
buy advanced American jet fighters subjected to insulting 
scrutiny by an ill-informed Congress and a Zionist- 
influenced press and public ("only 15 minutes supersonic 
flying time from Tabuk to Tel Aviv’ - ). And recently they 
have watched with alarm as the U.S. has waffled and 
wavered in Iran, only to be told now by Senator Church 
that a similar fate might be in store for Saudi Arabia. 

We shall save for another day any comment on Mr. 
Church's insistence that Saudi Arabia is hindering the 
Camp David peace process. We don't expect he knows 
much about Jerusalem, or what's happening on the West 
Bank, or about the extent to which Egypt's day-to-day 
survival (and, incidentally, that of many other countries, 
particularly in Africa) depends on Saudi generosity. Such 
information is probably not contained in the B'nai B’rith 
information kit from which he derives the inspiration for 
his public speeches. 


ARAB PRESS COMMENTARY 

AL RA’l Friday stresses the importance of Prime Minister 
Mudar Badran's meeting with officials and heads of municipal 
councils of the Zarqa District on Thursday. The visit.it says, 
reflects the government’s readiness to always suggest and find out 
solutions for all problems facing the people of the country through 
an imaginative comprehension of these problems and scientific 
study for their solution. 

Al Ra'i notes that the human influx to Jordan caused by 
Zionist aggression during the wars of 1 948 and 1 967 has doubled 
responsibilities of the government to provide adequate public 
services for this unnatural population growth which repeated 
itself twice in less than 30 years. 

Despite Jordan's limited natural resources, measures taken 
by the government were able to “absorb” a large number of 
problems and provide the best possible services in the fields of 
education, health, road building and other public utilities, the 
newspaper says. 

AL DUSTOUR says the tumultuous welcome accorded to 
Ayatollah Khomeini's rerurn to Tehran on Thursday is almost 
unprecedented in the annals of history. It may be compared with 
the return of Napoleon from his exile in Elba Island or the return 
of Julius Caesar from his vict-orious conquests. 

| In the case of Muslims reflecting on their past heroic deeds, 
Xtameim s comeback may be similar in intent and content to the 
Prophet Mohammad's conquest of Mecca after so many years of 
exile in the Medina or the conquest of Jerusalem by Saladin after 
many decades of the Crusaders' domination. 

The big worfd powers which now stand bewildered at the 
present monumental revolutionary phenomenon in Iran, must 
take into account that Islam is a living, dynamic and growing force 
that must be recognised as such and dealt with from the position of 
respect and understanding. 
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By Alan Martin? 

, , Spm'ql to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN— One characteristic of 
disasters is that they usually strike 
at the most unlikely time, when 
you least expect them. And they 
usually happen so quickly and 
forcefully that if one is not well 
prepared, lives and property are 
unnecessarily lost. So it is com- 
forting to know that there are 
people around who are trained, 
equipped and prepared to help in 
such events. 

Jordan groups its disaster relief 
into the Civil Defence Depart- 
ment, comprised of the fire 
brigade, civil defence, rescue and 
ambulance services. Regular civil 
defence units are spread through- 
out the country, ready to handle 
any kind of emergency at a 
moment's notice. The department 
has a unit in each subgovemorate 
responsible for the surrounding 
area. 

“Our system is based on joint 
support." Col. Mohammad 
Khasawneh. Assistant Director 
General of the Civil Defence 
Department told the Jordan 
Times. “If a village needs help 
they can get it from another unit 
nearby or from Amman." 

Salt, for example, can deal with 
normal emergency cases. But if 
something major happens which 
they are unable to handle they can 
get support from Jerash. Amman 
or Shunah. “One day we sent fire 
’tenders to Aqaba from Amman. 
Madaba and Karak because a ship 
caught fire in the harbour." Col. 
Khasawneh said. “By this strategy 
we are able to handle every situ- 
ation. And we thank God we have 
never failed." 

So the department is usually 
able to handle most situations 
unaided. But for larger emergen- 
cies the department involves its 
volunteer forces. And in grave 
emergencies or situations requir- 
ing widespread relief it has con- 
tingency plans for training and 
mobilising the local population. 

“We have a very good group of 
volunteers." he said. “They are 
completely volunteers too. receiv- 
ing no pay. Some are doctors, 
teachers, engineers, students and 
workers." Two years ago when the 
cholera epidemic hit Jordan, most 
dF the city cleaning was handled by 
tile volunteers. 

The voluntary sector is organ- 
ised into 14- regions in Amman. 




One of Amman's fire tenders (left) -with roving otmnomucatKmj 
(right). ' ' - - v . 
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WHAT’S GOING ON 


Fainting Exhibit 


fire fighters of the Civil Defence Department must be prepared to answer alerts from as far away as 
Aqaba. 

are going to buy a 40 metre turn- 
table ladder, with another two in 
about a year," which will be neces- 
sary as the height of Amman's 
buddings increases. 

Asked if the new high-rise 
buildings such as the new 2 1 -story 
Sheraton Hotel or the 19-siory 
Commercial Complex planned for 
downtown, will complicate mat- 
ters or surpass the department s 
fire fighting capabilities, he 
explained that before any building 
is constructed in Jordan the design 
must be presented to the depart- 
ment for examination. 

“We advise the contractors on 
things io do in adv ance for safety 
and fire prevention. First of all." 
he said, “they have to have their 
own meansof fire fighting; a water 
reservoir on top of the building 
and water points on each floor." 

With public places the depart- 
ment studies the exit path which 
has to be designed for a specific 
number of people per minute. 

"We generally consider two and a 
half minutes the limit for evacuat- 
ing al! the people," he said. So on 
that basis the exit must be ade- 
quately designed.' This is par- 
ticularly directed at the cinemas 
and hotels; ■ . . 

Before construction of a build- 
ing can begin, the owners must 
place a deposit in the bank equi- 
valent to the cost of the safety fea- 
tures required by the department. 

“This way if the builder does not 
do what we ask we can take the 
money and do the things ourse- 
lves." he said. 


Each region has a station with four 
groups; one for fire fighting, one 
for first aid. one for rescue and one 
for “civil guidance'*— training and 
mobilising the civilian population. 

"Daily we receive reports of 
incidents handled by our vol- 
untary units." Mr. Khasawneh 
said. “When we need them they 
are on 24 hour notice and can be 
used anywhere in the country." 

Some individuals in the vol- 
untary units with specialised 
abilities have also made their tal- 
ents available for public use. A 
couple of doctors have provided 
free clinics and some women have 
opened a school for illiterate 
women in their region. 

In Amman the Civil 
Department has four 
headquarters. located 
the General Intelligence Building, 
the municipal fire brigade in the 
downtown area, a unit in Sweileh 
for the western pan of Amman 
and a unit at the airport for the 
eastern part of the city. 

“We’re not quite satisfied with 
this though." he said. “We’re hop- 
ing to open more this \ear.” 
}! .T.tl?.departmsnLlriKfJP.aetjhe. 
most advanced eqUipniertr.' It has - 
modern fire ’"enders. snorkels, 
hydraulic ladders and other stan- 
dard gear. "In three months we 


Defence 

stations: 

opposite 


dents of fire in the kingdom have 
increased by about 16.5 percent a 
year. Last year there were more 
than 1 1 00 fires, or slightly over 
three fires a day.- 

Most of these were, of course, 
minor. But some were noL The . 
biggest fire last year was at the 
Fine paper factory containing 
thousands of rolls of thin paper. 
The area unit wasn't well organ- 
ised and surrounding stores 
blocked the firemen from the 
biaze. it took a long rime to put the 
fire out. Mr. Khasawneh said. 

“The worst fires are not neces- 
sarily the largest in size." he 
explained. “The worst ones are 
the ones which might spread. Next 
to the Fine factory was a battery 
factory with thousands of old 
tyres. Also nearby was an oxygen 
manufacturer. If the fire had car- 
ried it could have been a real dis- 
aster." 

Another serious though small 
fire took place last year at the 
Sukhtian Pharmacy. Next door 
w as a petrol station near a hospital 
and in one section of the pharmacy 
wfjre poisons. If. the. poisons ( had 
caught fire it could have been a 
disaster involving a!|,of Jabal Hus- 


sein. the colonel explained. 

“We have to be very careful 
because small things can easily 
lead to major disasters, 1 ’ he said. 

One encouraging trend is that 
Jordanians are buying more safety 
equipment. In 1973. private citi- 
zens in the country spent JD 
13,549 to buy 18,458 kilos of fire - 
fighting agents; In 1977 this 
increased to JD 188,531 fpf 
194,534 kilos. “This shows that 
people are becoming more safety 
conscious," he noted. 

The use of the ambulance ser- 
vice, another one of the depart- 
ment's responsibilities, has also 
increased over -the last four. years 
by about 12 per cent annually. . ' 

The government is now plan- 
ning to set up a special ambulance 
service, utilizing the new mic- 
rowave emergency telephone sys-r 
tern along the highways. By pres- 
sing a button on the phone or talk-, 
ing to the operator,' a signal indi-' 
eating the location of the accident 
would be relayed- to the. 
emergency ambulance. 

“In my experience, civil defence 
is never enough/* Col, Khasaw- 
neh said. “When -a major disaster, 
comes you need many organ- 
isations, people and materials.” 

One of the biggest problems, be 
said, is that few countries can 
afford to maintain a large civil 
defence organisation. N.o country, 
not even the richest, can afford : 
such a big effort. The manpower 
and material costs would he too. 
high -*he -intone! added.'-; — £•’ 


Worldwide emphasis 
civiT defenceToftOwihg WoriS 
II as a i^iih of the dercfcg^ 
devastating weapons surfvsi^ . 

1 ear. arms and tast-aifcr^i| - ’ . 
suddenly Involved the \ efa® ’ . • ~ r 1 . 
population in war>. QyjL rfcffi 
was organised as a means hgj ■*. - 
ceding cKifians from the 
war brut expanded- to indmf^ : 

tection froip ^ forms of dsi 
Asr major disasters are'^ 
beyond theabilityofofieiiatfc 
handle, a -cooperative 
under -United Nations -- ’• 
was. created called the; j| 
national Civil 'Defence 'Of " **-•" 
isation (ICDO).-The iCIXXh ,* - 
in '.Geneva, enEstsmosj A ’- * 
members. - .-\ ; V . ' 

; “ JordanjoIced,ihe organs 
at thtbejritimi»irqf lasTyela^- 
Khasawneh said. “\Ve. aag 
the organisation's :eight^i . 
ference. in Tunisia amf.-toff - 
quite helpful; Now we cong 
and haverthd cbc^efafibii^- ft ( ■ 

nations in cases -of ' 

-Over- Ihe-last Jew yeifrfcif) 
has been' quite fiiacy 3*^- •- “ 

only -a few major disast£rij| 
from wars. in -the area -thefts 
been only a iew JocafiSetC* 
rrophes.such ! 

m>yed tW*irds of • 
yeais ago. -Tbe last majis 
thquake was in the late tiki ;\ 
Nevertheless, it is wise'ft " 
precautions and be "prepare 
. r'emembe r-tfie saying: “Jfjic 
;r ; the?-best' but 
•'wrarst'ft q»; ■/£ L- 
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The British Council presents an exhibition of watercolours and oil 
paintings by Clara Metzhagopian. Open from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 
p.m. and during regular hours in the afternoon. 


French Film. 


The French Cultural Centre presents a film by Robert Bresson 
entitled “Au hazard Balthazard", at 7:30 p.m. French version 
with Arabic subtitles. 


Book Exhibit 


An exhibition of British medical journals is on display in the 
Reading Room of the British Council library. Open during reg- 
ular library hours. 


Art Exhibit 


An exhibition of paintings and drawings by Ann Wiegand is on 
display at the American Centre. Open from ’9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 


Given all the safety measures 
and facilities provided for in the 
new wave of tall buildings. Col. 
Khasawneh feels the fire brigade 
will be able to manage. 

One of Jordan's advantages 
over other parts of the world is 
that the building materials used 
here provide natural protection. 
"The fact thai buildings here are 
made of stone helps us quite a 
bir." he said. “In rhe United Stares 
and Europe they build with com- 
bustible materials." 

The department also has a 
Safety and Protection Branch 
which sets the standards for the 
sale and use of dangerous items, 
like LP gas cylinders, chemicals 
and poisons. “They must come to 
us for approval and we give them a 
list of specifications to fulfill.*’ 
Over the last five years inci- 
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HALT !!! Please read this ad ... 


repo rti ng on 
Middle East and 
world events, 
backed up by 
analysis /..a fvd; 


photos. 


Because of the great success, we decided to go on with the 
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BIG BIG 

SALE...!! m mtie CHANGE...!! 

For every ten original cassettes you buy... you get three free, 
i.e. 10 cassettes + 3free=JD15 




Sold in: 




End of 


BIG SALE 


Feb. 12 


Then back to JD 2.500 per cassette. 


New Jordanian 
Insurance Bidg.First Floor! 

ORIGINAL CASSETTE STEREO CENTRE Jabal Amman, Third Circle. 




Abu Dhabi , Bahrain . Dubai, tgyoi . 
-France] Iran. Jordan, Kuwait. Lebanon , 


Muscat: Qatar, Saudi Arabia . U,K. 
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Get rid of perking problems 
and high prices 

Expoct noon the opening of the first 
Department Store in Amman 
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Department Store 


Sirr.cuUdn: - a: 0 -:. -' K ! :y/,«r>: 

tel- 63821 



Exclusive Agents 

H. GHANTOUS & SONS Ca 
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BUILDING MATERIALS. DIVISION - 
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Tel. 51348.-9 Arab Bank Bids ' Station Road 

















at McDonnell 


(Week_ofFy> T 2-^_ 

EXHIBiTS - 

of «ack and while photos depiet- 
pomp«er Maurice Ravel goeson view 
r^ch’ Cultural Centre. 

Suwe >’ da artist Ziad Daioul 
*?awea. W:a.«ne7man show at Al Sha'b Gallery through 
a.m. - l;30 p.m.; 4:30 - 8 p.m. ? ^ 

^.1 A 

JSliSj 1 ’“***■■ Spieling Soviet Georgia goes 

Soviet Cultural Centre. 


com 


2V®J/^ AY ’ Eeb - 8: Ra^ piaostNatatia Riasanova will per- 
‘If™ al S p.m. at the Music. Salon of -the Soviet Culmral Centre 

d nmorflMmA »' _ *.t l a. . 


LECTURES 


-■• CONCERTS " 

- . ; 3^‘Axs Amiqna de FW'wiii be featured at 

. .30 p.m. at Al Kabbasj Theatre. - ■ .• . 

” anBa AJ-Wadi, a flttfem at the Moscow 
, 1 OI lK - Uei . S ^ ? Mnac. will perform rompositions of Mozart 
*' ^ hppU1 m P” 01 ®,?* 8:30 P-“- a* Al Hamra 

k£niv tnlir^n ’-’’•’ ’••A:' 

pubtio:; ir. A ’ HURSDAY, Heb. 8: Rusaan pianstNataha Riasanova will per- 
* organised A - If” 1 a * S pra ' a * Music ; Salon- of ihe Soviet Cultural Centre, 

■tirt? Ci\ “■' ne Programme indudes; Beethoven's Sonata 31. n. 3; Chopin’s 
r- bur ^vnl^ r .’^rocturoe.opui, 15. n. 2*JEinde, opt* 25, n. 12, Ballade, n. 2; and 
sicn tTi-ffr ’^positions by Brahms, Lizst and Rachm anin ov 

^ ^ - •• uii r ' 

SnnC ll:c hjj ixcriMES 

, waKc ‘ ! Feb - “Albanian Culture in Kosova (Yugoslavia)" 

creued ciH. : be the tqpicof Profi Abdulaxif Amaout at 6 p.m. at the Arab 

.tonal CV.i! jy nltural Centre (in Arabic).' 

Cienuia. -r, 1 v.;- • 'WEDNESDAY, Feb. 7:'" Football, Queen of Sports" will be the 
smbers >P 1C of.a discussion with players from the German Democratic 

J JorJ:,- r ,. ;J: : =P“^^ s P™JMma«6p. ra . at the German Democratic 
■ the ^ e ^ ub 1C *-' u * tlJra l Centre (in German and Arabic). 

e 8 V ' Hzrd r- die Poetry of Remem- 

ronc c n tV- f , ?. * c ^ of a ^ to be delivered by Dr. Suleiman 

.iitc ^ 7* V^I veisit y English Department at 7:30 p.m. 

, , ' : ■ British Cultural Centre . 

id ;r. L .. ' 

o«, ^ video-taped programmes 

n*» be v: f-i __ .... . r 

r»h a ; S i Fcfa . 7: “Arsen e Lupin: L'homme au chapeau 

.vwr. •« .:•. r ;•• M t r ^ ** Presented at 6:30 arid 7:30 p.m. at the French 
£ .. s n . . ^iltural Centre. ’ 



,-:A *® AY » Fet> - 9: “Claude Bolling / Jazz” is scheduled for 6:30 

id 7-3fl n m at tti& frun.k r\ • 


rirti v; -'r.;-.: ~ wmug I jazz is ! 

\t : . ld 7:30 p aL at •** Erench Oiltural Centre. 

iiuii.it.1.' -jt *r ™* ■ ■ ■ ~ ■ ■ * 

'..••■/r::. ■ ENTERTAINMENT 

■Ti. ■ - . - - 


Norwegian -songstress. Billie Wefls is appearing nightly at the 
p "- ’’oOop supi>er cfeb of .the IVferidienHotel through Eeb. 11. 

.umour has it that the Sborshows of the Meridlcn will be broad- 
- fSt oqce a nightwe^y^^DaDiasaB TV. In the nearby roof- 
— -p bar, Aldo; and JacgneGne. give, top-notch performances in 
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cor P 6es 5 “^foregnmndisadead Arabwith 
was this monumental four-part painting by a kafidi-wearing dove perched on his ont- 
Kadem depicting a threatening dragon stretched fingers (photo by Haytham 
(Israel 7) looming over a mound of human Kawakibi). 
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donated by aoi 
a artlst Alh Firzat 
ures have been oon 
al by Wabeed Istamboly. 

^(ve bad Islamic New 
|MP ? Armenian, Greek and 
W m celebrations marking 
'emng of the new year 
it.was no surprise that 
' r ^j3teamese New-Yoar was 
>d .wa£h an . impressive 
buffet festivity for 1 00 
M u ,of Leroy and Le-thu 
v Jf in their- West Maliti 

jk such a petite lady, it’s . 
J? {gbow much energy, and 


--rip -Vietnamese --born Le-thu 
Purifoy exudes. The diminu- 
tive dynamo produced more 
than 20 oriental courses— 
topped by a roast suckling pig 
. (purchased in Lebanon). The 
'Purifoy apartment was deco- 
'rated with strings of coloured 
lights, tinsel and traditional 
Vietnamese New Year deco- 
• . rations. 

The host is in Damascus with 
U.S.A.LD. and so it was no 
surprise to see numerous 
-AXD- representatives includ- 
ing Don and Helen Ye man and 
Ann and Dr. Nassdb Hemaidan 
'chatting with William C. 
LaBaugh, vice president of 
Daniel Mann, Johnson and 
Mendenhall of New York City. 
Mr. LaBaugh recently arrived 
in Syria as a consultant for the - 
proposed Damascus-Dera’ 
'Highway, 


: It was indeed one of the most 
spectacular. fashion 
extravaganzas ever staged in 
Damascus when the Iraqis pre- 
isented a' parade of oriental 


attire spanning 5,000 years at 
the Meridien Hotel Tuesday 
evening. 

The seven models were 
startlingly beautifixl-and read- 
ily identifiable— the staging, 
fashions, fabrics, music and 
backdrops ^truly made it a 
thousand and one nights as the 
mannequins glided across the 
runway to the rytfamns of 
throbbing bedouin drums. 

Costumes copied after 
artxfactual remains from Sumer 
of 3500 B.C. opened the show; 
these were followed by a 
designer’s version of Akkadian 
costumes, then by a sequence 
dedicated to the Babylonian- 
kingdom of 1 750 B.C. in which 
models appeared in tiered 
sequinned gowns and cobra 
turbans. The Assyrian period 
was represented by models car- 
rying fiaming- torches, two of 
them wore feathered wings 
noted in Assyrian friezes. 

Backdrops depicting the 
Sumerian and Assyrian periods 
were removed, to reveal 16 
. shimmering Arab tents as the 


Islamic period was introduced 
by models wearing embroi- 
dered gowns that accurately 
depicted scenes from the mini- 
atures of Al Wasiti. Modem 
evening attire illustrating the 
textile weaving genius of Iraq 
•rounded out the spectacular. 

The Iraqi costume show is 
next slated for European cap- 
itals. There’s no doubt about it, 
spectators will be wowed-it is 
better than many Parisian fash- 
ion previews, but, of course, 
the presentation has an 
unbeatable tbeme- 5,000 

years of Iraqi history. The show 
was so popular with the' 
standing-room -only audience 
of more than 700 persons that 
it was repeated Friday night. 
There’s a chance it will be 
repeated this week, please call 
the Meridien Hotel for con- 
firmation. 


If you have items for the 
Damas- Scene column, please 
send them 10 days in advance 
to Pat McDonnell, P.O.B. 
5601, Damascus, Syria. 


Norwegian songstress Biffle Wells is appearing nightly in the rooftop 
supper club of the Meridien Hotel. Her repertoire is chiefly pop songs 
sung in a number of languages. 


THEATRE 

SUNDAY, Feb. 4: The National Theatre of Svria will open a 
three-week run of Mamduah Adwjin’s adaptation of "Man of La 
Mancha - starring Zinale Koutsia as Don Quixote. Mahmoud 
Hadour is director of the production presented nightly except 
Fridays at 8:30 p.m. at Al Hamra Theatre. Others in the cast arc 
Abdulatif Fathy. Farah Dipsey. Filda Samour. Addelsalam Altaib 
and Salyum Haddad (in Arabic). 

THURSDAY, Feb. 8. and FRIDAY, Feb. 9: The Damascus 
Theatre Group will stage “Hassan" by James Elroy Flecker at 8 
p.m. both nights at Damascus Community School. Bob Straker- 
Cook is director. 


FILMS 

SA1TL1RDAY Feb. 3. and MONDAY, Feb. 5: "Amore" directed 
by Henry Chapter starring Sonia Petrova. Daniel Oucnaud and 
Julian Negulesco, will be shown al 6:30 p.m. at the French Cul- 
tural Centre (in French, Arabic sub-titles). 

SUNDAY, Feb 4: - Men Without Beards” is the title of a film to 
be shown at 6:30 p.m. at the German Democratic Republic Cul- 
tural Centre (in German, Arabic sub-titles). 

M°NDAY,Feb. 5: “CitadeIon Wheels" will be shown at 6 p.m. at 
the Soviet Cultural Centre (in Russian, Arabic sub-titles). 

THURSDAY, Feb. 8: “Les Etoiles de Midi." directed by Marcel 
Jchac starring Lionel Terray and Roger Blin, will be shown at 6 30 
p.m. at the French Cultural Centre (in French, Arabic sub-til les). 

PTUDAY, Feb. 9: “The Valley", Part II win be shown at 6 p.m. at 
the Soviet Cultural Centre (in Russian. Arabic sub-titles). 


Jordanian -Dutch archaeological 
digs to begin in Jordan Valley 

2 p ( f N ^ ) "" Th l Depanment of Antiquities in coop- 
eration with the Palestine archaeological institute at Leyden Uni- 

JoSS ' v^n 3nd w, c Stai T archaL * ol °S i “l *'gs near Deir Alla in the 
^ H , r ° n SatUrd ; y ‘ The aim of the ^w excavations. 

r mhS - IS 10 uncarth furlher ,aven5 of Uvi "g 

Lnmri * R ^ d Z h i? Ck u ° 3 Pen ° d belween lht seventh and fifth 

DrmnmH.n, C 'f\ £ ; IS - kno r i “ ,aic iron a S e - Director of the 
Department of Antiquiues Adnan Al Hadidi said yesterday "Hie 

e i!?-I aI A 1 ra h °P e l0 -^ el raore infon "ation about an ancient wall on 
which Aramaic wntings had been found and also to unearth the 
Tk 'est antiquities lying in the area. Dr. Al Hadidi said. He added 
l^V r fT found al the site are now on display at the 

Archaeological Museum in Amman. University studeoti 

eitcavati n ° 8y mm Jorda ° and Holland are taking part in 


TODAY’S WEATHER 


The weather will be partly cloudy with a slight chance of scattered 
rain. Winds will be southwesterly moderate, in Aqaba Gulf there will 
be dusty conditions, northerly moderate winds and calm seas. 


Temperatures 

Amman 

Aqaba 

Jordan Valley 
Deserts 


Overnight 

minimum 


Daytime 

maximum 

14 
20 
21 

15 



U. of J. delegation to attend 
Arab language meeting 

AMMAN. Feb. 2 ('JNA)-The 
University of Jordan will take pan 
* in an Arab experts meeting which 
is to be held in Damascus Saturday 
to debate and approve the plan for 
a unified Arab dictionary for 
administrative idioms. The two- 
week meeting, sponsored by the 
Arab organisation for adminis- 
trative science will be attended by 
Arab administrative experts and 
representatives from the Arabic 
language academies in Amman, 
Damascus. Cairo and Baghdad. 
The university will be represented 
by Assistant Dean of the 
Economy and Commerce Faculty 
Dr. Na’im Dahmash. 


Saudi communications official 
ends visit to.ijordan 

AMMAN, Feb. 2 
'(JNAJ— Under-secretary of the 
Saudi Arabian Ministry of Com- 
munications Dr. Nasser Al Sal- 
loum left Amman yesterday at the 
end of his three-day visit to Jor- 
dan. He held talks with the Minis- 
ter of Transport Ali Suheimat and 
Minister of Public Works Sa’id 
Bino on cooperation between 
Jordan and Saudi Arabia in the 
field of communication and trans- 
port. 


Health Ministry official off to 
the U.S. 

AMMAN, Feb. 2 (JNA)-Head of 
the mother and child section at the 
Ministry of Health Dr. Moham- 
mad Ali Al Halabi left here today 
for the United States to attend an 
advanced course on family health 
and safe child birth. The course to 
be held at John Hopkins Uni- 
versity in Baltimore aims at 
developing maternity and baby 
care through exchange of data and 
expertise among specialists 
throughout the world. The four- 
week course will be attended by 
representatives from more than 
40 countries. 


Tourism director to leave for 
meeting in Madrid 

AMMAN, Feb. 2 
(JNA)— Director General of 
Tourism Michael Hamameh will 


leave here tomorrow for Madrid 
to represent Jordan at a five-day 
meeting of a special committee of 
the international organisation for 
tourism beginning Monday. Mr. 
Hamameh said the committee will 
formulate a charter for the rights 
of tourists and the countries vis- 
ited by tourists. Jordan and Leba- 
non had been chosen to represent 
the. Middle East in this committee 
which consists of member coun- 
tries. 

Mr. Hamameh returned here 
from Baghdad yesterday after 
leading Jordan’s delegation to the 
meetings of the executive com-, 
mittee of the Arab Tourism. 
Union. The committee studied at 
its meeting the agenda of the Arab 
ministers of tourism conference 
which will be held towards the end 
of this year to discuss facilitating 
travel of tourists among Arab - 

states, Mr. Hamameh said. He 
added that the committee dis- 
cussed a proposed plan of action 
for the ArabTourism Union in the 
next two years which will officially 
be worked out at an executive 

committee meeting to be held in 
Aden sometime next April. The 
committee stressed the need for 
the preparation by the union of 
informational and touristic mat- 
erial covering the Arab World, 
and a special committee was 
formed to follow up the subject, 
Mr. Hamameh said. 


Royal decree approves price 
fixing of car spare parts 


AMMAN, Feb. 2 (JNA)— A royal 
decree was issued yesterday 
approving the pension fund and 
social security regulation for vet- 
erinary doctors. The fund is aimed 
at paying pension salaries to doc- 
tors or their families and providing 
social security for doctors or their 
families in cases of invalidism or 
death. 

Another royal decree was 
issued endorsing the Fixing of 
prices of car spare parts and other 


equipment which was approved by 
the Cabinet on Jan. 7. The reg- 
ulation puts a maximum rate of 
aggregate profit for all middlemen 
up to the consumer, on all spare 
parts and accessories sold, at 30 
per cent of the import cost. This 
cost includes the commodity price 
together with customs duties and 
any other fees, transport costs, 
wages, insurance, bank expences. 
service charges at the clearing 
centre and other administrative 
expences. 


ANOTHER MASTERPIECE 


\&n Cleef & Arpels 



Sold Exclusively a t- 


Royal Gift Shop 
Jacob's Pharmacy 
La Rose 
Safeer Stores 


Rainbow SL Amman tal: 39711 
Third Circle tat: 44945 
Rainbow SL Amman 
Jabal AFHussein Amman 


WATCHMAKER 

ADEL 

Long experience in repairing all kinds of valuable 
watches such as 

Rolex, Longines, Piaget 
Baume & Merrier, Omega etc. 

Amman, Jabal Al-tflussein, main street, beside 
Shady's Pharmacy. 


FOR RENT 

Centrally heated house consisting of three bed- 
rooms, salon, dining room, modern bathrooms, 
kitchen, and two verandas, garden and garage. Loca- 
tion between Seventh Circle and Engineers Housing 
Suburb. Annual rent JD 1700 

Please contact tel. 44311 ext. 65 


Advertise by mail 
In the Jordan Times 
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Sold to highest bidder ! 

nmllRM <«mrds. French 


Bj Canl Ktam&j 

More *han ever, the world's fine 
arts buyers are beating a path to 
London where the capital’s best 
known auction houses chalk up-, 
new records year by year in their 
volume of sales. At the end of the 
1977-1978 season Christies 
recorded an increase of 34 per 
cent on the previous. year’s sales. 
Sotheby showed a rise of 3 1 per 
cent and Phillips, the third ranking 
saleroom, recorded a 28 per cent 
improvement. 

All three firms attributed much 
of the increase in- business to the 
.growing importance of overseas 


buyers, both in London and in its 
salerooms in other countries. In 
1978 Christies added an office in 
Vienna to. its 14 branches worl- 
dwide. 

London has become the leading 
art marketplace in the last 20 
years, partly because of the basic 
richness of the British heritage in 
an and antiques, and partly 
because of a favourable business 
climate- Until comparatively 
recently there was no saleroom, 
commission charged, and buyers 
from overseas are not charged 
value added tax on purchases. . 

There also is an immense 
amount of expertise in all fields of 


art and antiques, and, if advice is 
needed on some special aspect of 
Austrian baroque or a rare type °f 
netsuke, it may well be-available 
from scholars in London, without 
recourse to Vienna or Tokyo. 

A striking development of the 
last 10 to 12 years in the British art 
market, and one that perhaps has 
most directly influenced the 
growth of business for overseas 
buyers, has been the boom in’ 
“national heritage" buying. This 
has brought a constant stream of 
dealers from mainland Europe, 
Japan, the Middle East and North 
America to London to buy Dutch 
marquetry. Austrian Bieder- 



An auctioneer at Sotheby’s receives bids for one the Old Master pai n tings from the Rothschild Collection. 

Computerised patient analysis 


meier, samurai swords, French 
ormolu, Meissen porcelain, Per- 
sian rugs, early colonial furniture 
and all types of art treasures 
brought to Britain in earlier cen- 
turies by travellers and discerning 
connoisseurs. 

Loudon’s reputation in the 
international art world is such that 
many outstanding pictures from 
abroad are taken there to be sold. 

In Christies’ big Old Master sale in • 
July, which netted £3 million, 160 
of the 220 works came from other 
countries. Overall, more than a 
third of everything that Christies 
sells is submitted from outside Bri- 
tain. 

Domestic demand also has 
boomed since the 1960s through 
the growth of investment buying 
as a hedge against inflation, and 
the spread of informed interest in 
antiques. The late 1960s saw a 
series of record breaking sales, at 
one of which a Velasquez portrait 
broke the hitherto undreamed of 
£2 million barrier, and for the first . 
time television cameras went into 
Sotheby’s and Christies’ 
.salerooms to convey the excite- 
ment to viewers more familiar 
with the suspense of a world box- 
ing championship. 

As the collecting mania spread 
it seemed that very few items were 
unworthy of some collector’s 
attention somewhere and this was 
reflected in the “Big Two” open- 
ing branches devoted to memen- 
toes of the Victorian, Edwardian 
and even later periods. The defin- 
ition of an antique departed from 
its previous strict frontier of 1 S30. 
and Art Deco objects of a century 
later were soon soaring in price. 

Sotheby even puts 1950s 
jukeboxes, Hornby toy trains, old 
typewriters and prewar cigarette 
cards into its collector s sales, and 
the buying field spread to “col- 
lector’s cars”, old costumes, 
photographs, lead soldiers and a 
host of other things which a few 
years earlier could have been 1 
bought for the proverbial song. 
Christies’ subsidiary branch deal- 
ing in these “new antiques" has 
quadrupled its turnover in four 
years. 

The art-as-investment boom 
reached a peak in the early 1970s 
as investors sought a more stable 
home for their money than the 
plunging stock market. Many 
dealers disapproved strongly of 
. the trend, despite the extra bus- 





A collection of arms presented to Napoleon in 1797 being sold at Christies*? in LbE-iop 


iness it generated, because of the 
artificiality of price values it 
caused and because often it was 
followed by a collapse when buy- 
ers tried to realise their invest 
meats loo soon. 

This happened notably in the 
case of English Georgian silver^ in 
1969, and a few years later one 
prominent British financier who 
had bought heavily into 19th cen- 
tury Dutch landscapes lost a con- 
siderable sum when financial 
problems forced him to sell too* 
soon, as did a property developer 
who had bought second rank 
Impressionists at the top of the 
market. 

.Art historian Gerald Reitlinger 
denounced the trend as “the cor- 
ruption of what is left of civilised 
life”. He also made the interesting 
observation that many of the 
apparently record prices of the 

J i mn 


not startling when set against the 
falling value of money since World ’ 
War 1. 

Rehlinger placed the real peak 
of the art market around 1912 and 
noted that even prices paid for 
Rembrandt paintings had only 
just kept pace with inflation, com- 
pared with what was being paid in 
the depressed 1930s. 

Nevertheless, prices continued 
to rise strikingly— if somewhat- 
more steadily— after the fluny of 
the investment boom. Some par- 
ticularly notable increases have 
been in Oriental rugs (London has 
been the centre for this trade since 
1900 and almost all the nigs that 
pass through its warehouses are 
re-exported to the Middle East 
and Europe, prices in some cases 
rising four or fivefold in three 
vears): what dealers call “the 
small, portable investment” (gold 
coins, fine watches, loose 


diamonds, rare stamps, Faber ge 
boxes-any thing that can be easily 

transported and finds a ready 
international market); and Chin-, 
ese ceramics (Sotheby says these' 
have shown a rise in value higher 
than anything else, even gold, over, 
the last ten years). 


Other significant price' rises-; 
have been in Old Master paintings, 
of quality; especially Dutch flower- 
pieces, still lifes and landscapes; 
Old Master prints and drawings; 
Art Nouveau (drairmfic increases : 
here); Victorian English and 
sporting pictures; English oak 
furniture (“the amount that goes 
abroad is staggering,” says Chris-- 
ties); foreign silver; books, espe- 
cially those of early -■ 'scientific 
’ interest finding a ready maricet; 
among German and Austrian 
buyers; and European paintings of 
the 19th century, whidh have 


made' .remarkable'^ 
recently^ f--.. • v -3C4 
’ Austrian buyers : 8aj 
"definite national patter 
purchases -but are." *n 
" intereste 3 m _Okf fvj __ 

: cihfly German and Ffajj 
pies;- m-eariv. beofcig 
uscripis .' ^ti^ Ai ' 
IJbriaiy paid £12 
-year atC3msoes>fbgtL 
V of. Hofrnannstb^T^Bi 
"Die r e 

Arabella?); 

Old Masterdraa noge 
medals; , awdrl9ttt.(±^' 

- pean paintings.- 2$jte£ 
interested, ’s£a^;$d 

" Renaissance 
sculptures and enamel 
■1%fllips,whidi nsgp- 

- piles a table ofiteinSjr 
v app recratian af&jyj 
; Austrian glass as 

“pacemakef’ r esperi^ 
Hoffman and Maser, ' 



.4 senior technician at Bri- 
tain ’s National Physical 
Laboratory runs tests on a 
computerised interx'iewing 
system that will screen 
patients for symptoms while 
a doctor is engaged on more 
pressing work elsewhere. 

’ M ick ie' (Medical In ter- 
v jewing by Computer) is 
part of the microprocessor 
revolution. It is a desk top 
computer with a "brain” 
made up of silicon chips 
( microprocessor circuits) 
each no bigger than a 
thumb-nail and each equi- 
valent to around 10,000 'old 
fashioned' transistors. These 
chips process answers to a 
series of questions shown on 
a visual display unit. ' Mic- 


kle ‘ is designed to take the 
repetitive screening of 
patients out of the doctor's 
hands by using a simply 
'yes', 'no' or ’ don't know' 
interview technique. One 
question at a time is pre- 
sented to a patient on a visual 
display screen. The patient 
responds by pressing but- 
tons marked 'yes', * no ' or 
‘don’t know'. In certain 
instances a fourth button for 
a 'don't understand' 
response is included. When a 
patient presses a button m o 
things happen. First the 
computer examines the 
response to see if it gives a 
specific answer; if it does so. 
the item is included in a 
print-out summary. The 


computer then picks up and 
displays the next question in 
logical sequence dependent 
on the previous answer. 
When the patient has 
finished the interview the 
computer prints out a sum 
mary for analysis by the doc 
tor. A prototype ‘ Mickie is 
currently in use at the West 
Middlesex Hospital, where 

patients are. finding 'Dr. 
Computer' readily accept 
able. There appears to be no 

social or intellectual barriers 
and patients can take their 
time in answering. Further 
models futve been ordered 
by Britain's Department of 

Health and Social Security 
forevaluation. (COI) 
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could have many 
80 actwith caution 
' your best" behavior and 
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Pu t in- economy measures 
up y^UrlresCTves. A ny. f i h anc i a I risks 





^iS. may think you can 

this is not the case, 
to hnprqVe you r health. ‘ 

-INI tWay- 2J,toj(uxie.2l/ Study your surroundings 
maW plans for improvement. Later 
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ifeygrite’ hobby jwthcongenials. 

;CHy^REN {June £2 to July 21) Not a good 
the social side of Kfe. although you're rarin r io go. 
i^.cwjd iw. trcjubleLinatead. 
uly 22j» Aug- 21j Take no risks with your good 
foltotv eyfery regulation that concerns you.is the 
to be free of trouble today. 
tAug." 22 -ia 'Sept- 22)- Listening to experts in 
affairs^can-prove beneficial for you- in the future, 
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to gain your Chest aims. -- 
PiP fOcL 23 to Nov. 21) A cirfc-matter is not to 
ng buL- there is little you can do about it. so forget 
ert to new opportunities. • • 

TTaRIUS (Nloy, 22 to Ded. 21 i Attend to duties 
it you have neglected to 'do in the past. Follow 
’gulation that appbes-toyou. ' 

made icnn/ CORN (Dec. 22 to Jan.-20) Being encouraging 
recently * erf ul with othera -noiy helps them and yourself. 

Aur-oia;, thin your budgel-and all is fine, 
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purchase- hi’ hectic. but if you fcikip youTpoiee . all will soon be 
Jniere«t^ur ain - Make improvements to property, 
cully Giinjy^S (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20). You have to exercise much 
plcv, iiy ;jiK notion if you are to avoid potential danger today 
uscripts :> ;ght. Good "day: for reading. 
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vulnerability also precluded 
East from looking for a possi- 
ble minor -suit sacrifice. 

West led his singleton 
heart; and East won the ace. 
The automatic defense is to 
return a heart, giving part- 
ner a ruff. After that, 
however, the defenders will 
be able to get the ace of 


fc. W-'-W" 


^erdra^Tng trumps. . 
; ^6«tere ."teaffing to the 
7-. , -second ilrick. East gave the 
^ J S 2 ^ *_ . hand careful thought. It was 

2^*7 reasonable to assume that 

V. ’ -> l- -V ‘ V declarer bad at least one of 
t -t ^ the minor-suit aces. If he held 
'■/ -r ' • the ace of clubs, the 
j^l^vorth East • . defenders were helpless 
"♦ .yPaflBS v since the heart suit was 

Rv'7'» : ' ; -. already set up for discards. 

. ?[4^SiX:pl' c ?- However. H declarer held the 

* .. 7 v ! ace of diamonds and West 
se by East the ace of clubs, the contract 
^rdOtt_tnh‘ rijuld be defeated providing 
k® ^ ll. ■■ declarer held at "least two 
ficgeiCham- aubs. 

iu^D^ty^r. Once he had worked this 
•t^ ae^bf " East's defense became 
^ohtract -Votjvipus. After winning the 
;'V >'v aee of hearts, he shifted to 

SP ane 4_- - _■ lie queen of ciubsl 

; ' *P A 4*’ Declarer had no counter. 

/ , -perfect hand No matter what he did, the 

} . ^ ” no ^ defenders had to come to 

four tricks. If he covered, 
JWdP /®fke of .West would capture the king 
*a ^highly - w £t.h the ace. return a club to 
Note -^j s partner’s jack and secure 


defense by East 
gustTeward on this ■ 
|bt ;"%he ‘.Nocti.. 

. held in ^Denver. 


m^’^and 'a .fiighry- with the ace. return a club to 
Ein&E: .-^atnd.-- Note -^J S partner’s jack and secure 
^cards'be, East— a heart ruff for the fourth 


W^.make. five trick. If he played low. East 
|Rut .W^t did" pot- would shift to a heart to give 
KteW-entfeET^Se bid- his partner a ruff, and West 
^4^.^v*,®-02^ey e l ■ . would then cash the ace of 
life, : and";, the f or the setting trick. 


T & ABOU 


tiuiCKlIlEAL 




CWneaB: raWaorarU >i 

. M'&al Anmjw.flfi2rtfieAW"- ! 
v ctis-Tei. oasea "-'7r_ •- 


won to 3:30 pjn, and 
jti™ iWnighl. 

i y 4 . WT » »n»iceoioef- by 


Jabal Amnun IV« CSrdr Trf.J 1<W3. 
Isbal Hussein behind Jmcolcsn Cinema 
Tei. 21781. Jabkli Uweibdeh Hawu.« 
Cirde Tel. A»4e. Zaxqj Cinema Nasi 
Snoet Tei. 62011. Irbei BafibdjJ Suwi 
Tei. 2-W. Naour L'pjyvaf Hw mun- ■ 
*ipadK\ *ld. 2b. Msdaba Ktnp AMnllab 
Street ’Tel. 180. Mafran Td I« 
KERAKJwash oppovle Ajloun «3u- 
saoad. Swdkh. 


• aioad. S«nakh. 

r • * 7 or..;.:’. . 

_ - 'f: advertising in above columns contact 

J t .,f SOUT WA SO If R Tel. 36869 

^ front 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. and 4-6 p.m. ^ 

Jr SOAiETHiNe €N 

^y V€i)£) /HINC? 

I e^Jfz JORDANTlMES HEAR ABOUT 

IT 


TC* ROlBC»C 671 P 

— La * 3 vfV' 

jL 'A - - , • -• 1 — — - 


Space-age probe 


)REN BRIDGE 


\ i>* 



THE BETTER HALE 




Know-how from the German aircraft and space research 
industry has led to an unusual spin-off: a fine medical instrument 
such as no other company has yet been able to produce. This is a 
scalpel probe to facilitate the removal of vessel narrowings in the 
urinary tract. The industry worked closely with urologists from a 
local clinic. Apart from developing a remote control device, the 
main thing was to ose a material which was physiologically harm- 
less. First tests have already proved successful. (IhiD photo) 
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Yesterday s 


Now arrange trie circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartocn. 


Print answer here: X 111 I 

i Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbtes- GAWKY MERCY LIZARD POCKET 
Answer- The latest iorm of "insanity"; — A "CRAZE" 


“I'm afraid, Mr. Parker, that I'll need a more thorough 
explanation of your symptoms than 
'the heebie-jeebies/ " 


THE Daily Crossword by 


Peanuts 


MARCIE. HELP ME PICK 
CUT A LIBRARY BOOK 



MAYBE SOMETHING ABOUT 
0ATTY BERG..5H E'S ONE 
OF MY (POLS... 


M 05 ES IdARNEP US 
ABOUT WORSHIPPING 
S^JPOLS, SIR... 



AndyjCapp 


THA-PS THE LASTTIME 
|-THEY f LL INVITE US TO_, 
BABV-SIT Ft 3 R THEM — / T 




i YOU AN' THAT t 
> FUPP/N 1 
L TBLEV/SfON / } 


But r Toli>\ ^ 

^^ r .^ ,T J/WDU'RE 




> KNOW A -« 
THING ABOUT 
COLOUR SETS 


TELLIN' 
. ME — 



YOU 'At> THATKIb OUT 
OF B£b S/X TIMES v 
> TO ADJUST THE < 
PICTURE FOR YOU/) 


ACROSS 
1 Fed. agey. 

, 5 Boat: comb, 
form 

10 Ursine tot 

13 Adjacent io 

14 Talk or 
tennis 

15 Free from 
anxiety 

16 Ail 

17 Per - 

18 Frightened 

19 Bikini 

21 New Mexico 
city 

23 Pro - 

24 Now: Sp. 

26 Far out 
30 Employee 

of 1A 


32 Cheaper 
drug word 

34 Rowboat 
item 

35 Gazzaraor 
Vereen 

36 Gregory 
or Leo 

37 Atlantic 
inlet 

40 Cob or pen 

42 Ice crosser 

43 April 15 
bete noire 

44 Business 
expense? 

46 Symbol of 
artifici- 
ality 

50 - flu 

51 After: Fr. 


Yesterday's Puzzle Soh/ed: 


Mutt ‘n 1 Jeff 

MISTER, I'M HERE V OH, I'VE BEEN 
TO COLLECT $ 42.91 I MEANING TO MY, 


THAT YOU OWE 
ON YOUR CAR 

-i loan! \ — - 


honest! but 

I'VE HAD BAD 
LUCK LATELY l 


f MY WIPE IS SICK— THE A 
, KIDS HAVE BEEN IN AND k 
OUT OP THE HOSPITAL AND ) 
I'VE BEEN OUT OF WORK <, 
FOR THE LAST TWO MONTHS. ] 



WE'VE BEEN LIVING ON 
BREAD AMO GRAVY AND 
WE HAVEN'T HAD A 
SQUARE MEAL IN J 
OVER A MONTH! J 



□aQH OUHUO QB1D9 

annn unman bqbq 
□aaaaniiHnn otaoti 
aaaaaaa anaaaaa 
bob aannott 
□□□□□ aoiion aaa 
□aan ano □bbhbd 
auau aaaaa aaanj 
aaaaaa □□□□□□□ 

BOB □□□□□ QDBQB 

□Diaaaa ddq 
aaaaaaa aaaaana 

anna □□□BonBaaa 
□□□□ anaaa aana 
QQQQ BBBHH HBBHl 


53 Pathology 

suffix 

54 Aegean 
island 

56 Macho ideal 
58 Stupid one 
61 Bash 

63 Scarce: Lat. 

64 Has 

65 Happen 
again 

66 Caesar's 
road 

67 October’s 
brown — 

68 Wan 

69 Onetime 
French 
president 

DOWN 

1 Eastern 
Christians 

2 Sonnet part 

3 Dove: Sp. 

4 City on 
the Oka . 

5 Depot: abbr. 

6 Frankness 

7 Doubleday 

8 Dressed 
like a bird 

9 Prefix be 
fore sphere 

10 Crow sound 

11 Consume 


Norton Rhoades 


20 Bolivian 
city 

22 Sister 

25 "Zwei — ..." 

27 Certain 
weight 

28 Certain 
tide 

29 Expert 

31 Sierras 

33 Preserve 

fodder 

35 Bikini part 

37 Adriatic 
port 

38 Places for 
toucans 

39 Impertinent 

40 Tiny, in 
Glasgow 

41 Existed 

45 Business 
abbr. 

46 City on the 
Moldau 

47 Red color 

48 Turkish inn 

49 Certain 
islands 

52 Nip 

55 Narrow 
pass 

57 Leinsdorf 

58 Mauna — 

59 Night bird 

HI Riltfnlri 


15 City on the 62 Coastal 

12/20/78 Rio Grande fiver 


Flintstones 
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Despite attacks by Deng 

U.S.'Soviet summit 
reportedly still on 


Saudi Arabia is ‘detriment to 
peace,’ claims U.S. senator 


/ASHEVGTON, Feb. 2 (R)~A U.S,- Soviet summit between Presidents Car- 
ar and Leonid Brezhnev is certain, despite anti-Soviet attacks by Chinese 
r ice-Premier Deng Xiaoping during his talks here, a Soviet diplomatic source 
>aid. 


WASHINGTON, Feb. 2 (R}~ The chairman of 
the Senate Foreign Relations Conunittee yes- 
terday urged a fundamental review of U*5. po . 
towards Saudi Arabia, saying th'e Saudis were a 
detriment to peace. 

In a critical assessment of U.S. Middle East 


lapse of the Shah of Iran, the United States had j 
agreed to By F-l 5 fighters into Saudi Arabia as a 
show of support aad.said ir was taken as asign that ^ 
the administration intended to go through- with 
the S2.5 billion sale of F-15 and F-5E aircraft. 

Despite these overtures, he said. Saudi Arabia 
had joined the “pan Arab chorus" in politically 


Thieves attack Austrian foriasm infti 


_ ^ r oined mc "pan Arao cnorus m jwuuuuy. 

pobey since last Idaho) isolating Egypt, had threatened to invoke sanc- 

accords. Senator Frank Church (democrat, Idaho) “aereed to participate 


“There will be a summit,'' the- 
sources said last night, but the 
time and place had not yet been 
worked out. These would prob- 
ably depend on progress in solving 
the few remaining issues blocking 
a new Strategic Arms Limitation 
(SALT) treaty. 

The initial Soviet assessment 
was that, generally speaking. Pres- 
ident Carter handled the Deng 
visit “prudently," although the_ 
Russians were critical of the tim- 
ing of the visit just one month after 
the opening of U.S.-Chinese dip- 
lomatic relations. 

The Soviet news agency Tass 
yesterday criticised speeches 
made by Mr. Deng attacking the 
Soviet Union, and the sources said 
criticism also could be expected of 
the final communique on the talks. 

The communique's use of the 
word “hegemony’", a Chinese 
code-word for what Peking calls 
Soviet aggressive intentions, 
would provoke objections, the 
source said. This was despite the 
White House explanation that the 
term had been used twice before 
in Sino-Amcrican documents and 
a subsequent slight softening of 
the relevant paragraph. 

In referring to Mr. Deng's 
speeches criticising the Soviet 
Union, the sources said: “The 
sight of Deng artacking the Soviet 
Union in the National Gallery of 
Art is not going to help U.S.- 
Soviet relations. 

“It also makes it more difficult 
for the United States to conduct its 
foreign policy." 

The Chinese leader accused the 
Soviet Union of seeking global 
domination and said Moscow w as 
backing Vietnam’s “massive 
armed aggression" against Kam- 
puchea f Cambodia). 

The source said the Soviet 
Union felt that China gained far 
more than the United States from 
Mr. Deng's visit. 

“The Chinese have managed to 


dictate the pace of relations with 
the United States." he said. “They 
got more out of this visit than you 
(the United States) asked for.” 

Tass said the United States 
should clarify its attitude fol- 
lowing Mr. Deng's “incendiary 
statements." 

But a senior U.S. official said 
the clarification had been given 
this week when President Carter 
made clear the- United States did 
not share China's view of its com- 
munist rival. 

The president said at a White 
House signing ceremony on Wed- 
nesday for four U.S.-Chinese 
cooperation accords that on 
broad, global problems the United 
States and China did not always 
concur. 

The word “global" has become 
diplomatic shorthand for relations 
with the Soviet Union. 

In addition, the joint com- 
munique issued here said the two 
sides discussed “those areas in 
which they have differing perspec- 
tives." 

Soviet Ambassador Anatoly 
Dobrynin was briefed yesterday 
by Secretary of Slate Cyrus Vance 
on the Carter- Deng talks, the 
State Department said. 

Reliable sources said SALT was 
also discussed and added: “Things 
are moving along SALT both here 
and in Geneva (where the per- 
manent SALT delegations are 
meeting)” 


China satisfied 


China yesterday expressed 
satisfaction with the results of 
Vice-Premier Deng's visit to the 
United States. 

“With unity, the United States, 
Europe. Japan. China and other 
countries of the Third World can 
deal with Soviet hegemonism and 
only then can there be a more 
peaceful, more secure and more 


stable world," the official New 
China News Agency (NCNA) said 
in a report from Washington. 

When Mr. Deng shook hands 
with President Carter, “it was a 
moment that marked a significant 
change in the world." 

The agency said that the first 
meeting of the two men was 
quickly crowned with remarkable 
results satisfactory to both sides, 
and they found that they shared 
identical views on many issues. 

"The subject of their 
discussions— the present worid 
situation— is far from tranquil and 
is in fact getting more and more 
turbulent. So it Ls not surprising 
that they devoted most of the time 
to an appraisal of that situation." 

The agency said the military 
growth of the Soviet Union could 
not be overlooked. “No part of the 
world is free from menace, the 
menace Cram the north," it said. 

“The polar bear (Moscow) 
wants to enfold the whole globe," 
the agency said. "It has reached 
the seas from the Indian Ocean to 
Vietnam’s Cam Ranh Bay. Kam- 
puchea has fallen victim to out- 
right armed aggression and the 
Malacca Strait (between 
Indonesia and Malaysia ) becomes 
the convergent point of the pin- 
cers of the Soviet navy. The factor 
making for war is growing vis- 
ibly." 

The agency said that it was 
against this background that Mr. 
Deng had pointed out during his 
Washington visit that both China 
and the United States approached 
the development of rheir relations 
from a long-range strategic point 
of view and that the two countries 
should have a greater sense of 
responsibility for the maintenance 
of world peace and stability. 

The Chinese agency said that 
differences in their social systems 
did not prevent the two countries 
from arriving at a general agree- 
ment. 


said that Saudi Arabia was “far more a detriment 
to peace than we (the United States) are willing to 

He sad the administration should examine the 
advisability of going ahead with the sale of 60 
advanced F-15 fighter aircraft to Saudi Arabia. 

“It is time for plain speaking with the gov- 
ernment of Saudi Arabia, 1 ’ Senator Church said m 
a speech prepared for delivery to the anti- 
defamation league of B'nai B’rith, a major U.b. 
Jewish organisation, at Palm B e ac h , Florida. I 
suggest that now is precisely the time to inform the 
.-elation shiD’ cannot be a 


nous against Egypt and had “agreed to participate 
in the payment of billions of dollars to Syna and- 
Jordan to stay out of the Camp David peace pro- 


Saudis that a ‘special relationship' cannot 
one-way street" 


See editorial, page 2 


Senator Church noted that following the col- 


Senator Church said the Saudis could not count 
on unequivocal U.S. support without demon- 
strating they were responsive to the fundamental 
U.S. concern over the conclusion of an Israeli- 
Egyptian peace treaty. 

Senator Chnrch said the United States had mis- 
judged the situation in Iran and said he feared it 
was “equally cat of touch with the realities in 
Saudi Arabia.** 

He also said the Israeli- Egyptian peace treaty 
should be signed in its present form and the 
United States should abandon efforts to 
“appease** Arab parties opposed to the Camp 
David approach by putting pressure on Israel. 


STRASBOURG. France, Feb? 2 (RpAiwtri^ a^ 

Strasboui^eariy today by two thieves 
police said. Dr. Pahr. who suffered 
hospital 

for a Council. of Europe meeting; at which 
Pahr was allowed to leave hospital after treatcnent- Hete 
In the mugging/ police said. The attackers’ grit awa£j 
siderabte sum of money and rhe forcign mnu&ief 
merits. Dr. Pahr was attained cmly a jew hundred^ 
hotel when be went out. for a stroll?' • 




Smokers more likely to 

BOSTON, Feb. 2 (R)-Cigarette smofcefs:iNt6^| 


Former Ethiopia 


dies in jail 


study involving 4,004 middle-aged subjects. - Rcporiuii 
England Journal of Medirinevdoctprs 
vided important evidence a bo u a he dangers<rfsmdfciisE 
wrote that it had long. been sd^ested.^ so^ teg 
personality traits, occupational h azarejs and other facfe£ 


NEW YORK, Feb. 2 (R)-Yilraa 
Deressa. once a mainstay of 
former Emperor Haile Selassie’s 
Ethiopian rule, has died of cancer 
in an Addis Ababa jail. 

His son, Benyam Yilma Dere- 
ssa, said the family recently 
learned that their father died on 
Jan. 20. He said his father, who 
was impriosoned five years ago 
with members of Emperor Hafle 
Selassie's family and several other 
ministers, had been found inno- 
cent of any crime against the state 
by an enquiry commission estab- 
lished by the military government 
that overthrew the emperor in 
September 1974. Despite his 
exoneration, his wife was barred 
from visiting him and he died in 
jail. 

During the Italian occupation of 
the country, Mr. Yilma. then a 
nationalist combatant, was jailed 
from 1937 to 1939 and put under 
house arrest from 1940 to 1941. 

After the Italian occupation 
forces left, be organised the coun- 
try's first Ministry of Finance and 
became its chief executive. He had 
been educated at the London 
School of Economics. 

From 1951 to 1956 he was 
Ethiopia's ambassador to the 
United Nations and negotiated 


the federation between Eritrea 
and Ethiopia, which later led to 
the continuing secessionist Erit- 
rean war. During this period, he 
also became ambassador to the 
United States, leaving his post in 
1957. 

As minister of foreign affairs 
from 1957 to 1959, he laid the 
groundwork for the formation in 


1962 of the Organisation of Afri- 
can Unity, which b as its seat in 
Ethiopia's capital. Addis Ababa. 

He held a number: of cabinet 
positions before becoming a 
member of the Crown Council in 
1970. The council advised the 
emperor on constitutional mat- 
ters, including succession to the 
throne. 


smoking itself. They said the study. containediiothihghn 
suggestion, but instead pointed strongly tp smoking 
increased deaths. . 


Ugandan official says no 


Philippines blocks harbour 
against more Viet refugees 


Indian premier to begin Sri Lanka visit 


COLOMBO. Feb. 2 (R)-lndian 
Prime Minister Morarji Desat 
arrives here tomorrow on a 
three-day official visit that Sri 
Lanka hopes will further boost the 
good relations between the two 
neigh hours. 

The 83-vear-old Mr. Desai 
comes at the invitation of Sri Lan- 
kan President Junius Juy- 
ewardene. an old friend. Mr. 
Desai is making his first visit to Sri 
Lanka since he was elected prime 
minister 22 months ago. 


Under agreements signed bet- 
ween the two countries in 1964 
and 1 975. about 600.000 people 
of Indian origin are to be repat- 
riated and 375.000 more given Sri 
Lankan citizenship over 15 years. 

Talks between Mr. Desai and 
other Sri Lankan leaders including 
Prime Minister Rana Singhe Pre- 
madasa are expected to explore 
the possibilities of expanding 
trade and economic cooperation 
between the two countries. 

The balance of trade at the 


Non-whites suffer as 
result of S. Africa’s 
segregated housing 


JOHANNESBURG, Feb. 2 (R) — A cluster of tents and tarpaulin- 
covered furniture on a pavement in the dilapidated Johannesburg 
suburb of Fordsburg has spotlighted South Africa’s policy of segre- 
gated housing. 

The camp shelters an Indian family of eight evicted from their 
house on Monday by the government’s Department of Community 
Development, and the Rev. Rob Robertson, a Presbyterian minister 
campaigning for more and better houses for the country’s non- 
whites, who is giving the family moral support. 

Salesman Raghubathy Naidu, his wife, three daughters and three 
married relatives lost their house for contravening the Group Areas 
Act which enforces strictly segregated living areas for each of the 
country's four racial groupings— whites, blacks, Asians and coloureds 
(mixed-race). 

Mr. Naidu said that after being told in 1977 to move out of 
Fordsburg, he applied for rehousing in Lenasia, the city's only Indian 
township, but as the waiting list was so long he would not qualify for 
at least another three years. He said his family would stay in the street 
until they were rehoused by the gc eminent as they had nowhere else 
to go. 

A spokesman for the Department of Community Development 
would not comment on the eviction. But he said there were 3.416 
Indian families waiting for houses in Lenasia. The department hoped 
to complete 264 new houses this year and there were plans for more 
than 3,000 dwellings in 1980. 

But Mr. Robertson said figures released by the city council last 
yearshowed at least 5.000 new homes were needed to decently house 
all the city’s Indians. 

Mr. Robertson, who has erected a tent and joined the Naidu family 
on the pavement “to give support and to help guard the furniture,” 
said the department's eviction policy was simply adding to the hous- 
ing shortage. 

“Mr. Naidu is the first Indian to my knowledge who has not meekly 
accepted eviction and simply crowded in with relatives so worsening 
the housing situation," Mr. Robertson said. 

Fordsburg and the neighbouring suburb of Mayfair attract increas- 
ing numbers of homeless Indians and coloured people despite the 
Group Areas Act. And some landlords in the crumbling working- 
class areas who have difficulty renting their houses to whites are keen 
to ignore the act. 

The city’s Indian community is also coming under fire in the 
whites-only apartment area of Hillbrow, where many more are living 
illegally. 

Landlords in cenrral Johannesburg are the target of a campaign by 
an ultra-right wing pressure group . tbe National Front, to dear the 
area of non- whites. 

And non -white tenants of four years who said they moved to 
hillbrow in desperation are being evicted. One landlord said he 
feared prosecution “now that the National Front are helping the 
government to throw out these unfortunate people.” 

In Fordsburg, Mr. Robertson, who said he had been frying to 
persuade the government and the council to do something about the 
housing shortage for more than a year, said he would continue his 
pavement vigil. “1 would like Mr. Naidu to know there are some 
whites who feel ashamed of what has been done in their name," he 
said. 


moment is heavily in India's* 
favour. Sri Lanka hopes to be able 
to overcome this in pan by 
encouraging Indian industrialists 
to set up factories in its free trade 
zone near Colombo to man- 
ufacture items for export back to 
India. 

Among the major projects 
already approved is a leather 
goods factory which will be set up 
by an Indian firm with an invest- 
ment of about $32 million. 

The two countries are also eager 
jointly to market tea and set up 
joint ventures in plantation indus- 
tries, cement, pharmaceuticals, 
graphite, crucibles, aluminium 
and rubber-based industries in Sri 
Lanka. 

. Prime Minister Desai will be the 
chief guest at Sri Lanka's inde- 
pendence day celebrations on 
Sunday. The day also marks the 
first anniversary of the installation 
of Mr. Jayewardene as the coun- 
try's first executive president 
under a new-siyle presidential sys- 
tem. 


Mr. Desai will spend most of his 
time in Sri Lanka in the hill coun- 
try where several hundred 
thousand Tamils work on tea and 
rubber plantations. These are 


descendants of labourers brought 
from $outh India to the island by 
the British to work on the plan- 
tations. 

They, with some l .6 million Sri 
Lankan Tamils who have always 
lived in the north and east of the 
island, form some 20 per cent of its 
population. 

Tamil opposition 

President Jayewardene’s gov- 
ernment has conceded some 
long-standing demands of the 
Tamils including recognition of 
Tamil as a national language and 
language of administration in their 
areas. 

Tile Sri Lanka Tamils, who have 
demanded a separate state, 
remain President Jayewardene's 
major worry and his main political 
opposition. 

The Tamil United Liberation 
Front (TULF). the political party 
which represents their secessionist 
demands, rejected the con- 
stitution because it did not give 
autonomy to the north and put a 
stop to colonisation of the trad- 
itionally Tamil areas by Sinhalese 
settlers. 

. India has avoided taking sides 
on the issue, treating it strictly as 
Sri Lanka's domestic problem. 


MANILA, Feb. 2 <R) — The Philippines, faced with the possible 
arrival of several thousand more unwanted Vietnamese refugees, 
today threw a naval blockade across Manila Bay to stop them from 
entering the harbour. A coast guard spokesman said tbe 30-k2ometre 
wide blockade by coast guard cutters would remain as long; as 
required. 

At the rime a coast guard ship was sent to tbe southwestern 
island of Baoavan where one of two refugee ships, believed to be 
carrying 1.000 refugees each, dumped at least 600 people yesterday. 

Foreign Office officials said many of the refugees were women and 
children. Thev said they feared that syndicates trafficking in refugees, 
were adopting new tactics and unloading them wherever they could do 
so undetected. 

Officials said tbe vessel Ly Lu had slipped past navy ships to reach 
the island, then headed out to sea with at least one other refugee- 
packed boat. There were unconfirmed reports of a third vessel in the 
area. The navy has been ordered to find them, ensure they have 
adequate supplies and warn them not to try to re-enter Philippines 
waters. 

The Philippines is trying to get rid or more than 2,000 refugees who 
have been aboard tbe Hong Kong-owned freighter Tung An in Manila 
Bay for five weeks, as well as more than 1.660 in a Manila refugee 
centre who arrived last year. 

A further 31 sneaked into Manila in a fishing boat yesterday. They 
are tied alongside the Tung An awaiting a presidential decision on 
whether they win be permitted to stay despite a general order against 
allowing any more refugees to land. Tbe Philippines has said it may- 
have to send the Tung An to Hong Kong next week unless more 
Western countries agree to accept refugees from the ship. 


TOKYO, Feb. 2 (R)- Reports that Uganifan Preadehttf 
fight a leading Japanese wrestler are completely grot&i, - 
dan Ambassador Samusoni Bigombe . said yesSsT' 
story.... that President Idi Amin of Uganda was toe ngaqa* • 
contest with Japanese WTestier Antonio Inofci is absolute*...* »'■ 
complete fabrication and tends to ftemean the ; highest. ' 
president of a friendly stale." he said in asratemenL'Jagi . • 
oter Yoshio Ko said last week, that -Presidenf Araiifi 
-fight Mr..lnoki in a maniaV artt.bcnit inJiatpp^Ja twjf 
World Boxing Association T j 

as referee: . .. i •• 1 V;??-.; 

. . - ' ...... 


U.N. report says Icelanders Uve'lo^ 


UNITED NATIONS. Feb. 2 _(R)-lite-expectaocy. ifafc ■' - 
highest in the world, according: to Jhe.latesi.^siitiS 
Nations demographic yearbook published yesteufa^^ , 
can expect to live 79 years, whfie mtenfcahJDok 77 
contrast, most Africans average less than 5QyearV&»||.\ . _• 
countries fife expectancy is less tI^,2Q'y^si^Ju^ 1 ' ‘ 


European, Japanese and North American woi»ett^|p ' 

vears. and men about 70. r ••• . 73* '• 

* • . •••'.■' .. 

• - - • ■ ’ ' \ r «*V ‘ 




FBI a rrests allegj / 
uranium exto^cf: 

WASHINGTON, Feb. 72 (R) -^7 . " - 

FBI agents arrdstdd a wrirfcer at a r 1 grade ■ . . 


North Carolina uranium plant 
today and recovered about 68 -Ele^cra^iie?^ - 

' kilogrammes of uranium he was 
alleged to have stolen as part of an w- ... . 

ertefftioo plot. . 

■ange'* missite$! 

^ ’ plant 

»Sa ScIVS - Jfetojrtt "foi: ^ J - - — ■ 

’ ■ -- 7 : r " 7; : 

tioned tiie wisdom of trusting. ..Da^::Dafe7^’ 

- - Soviet pledges to make it appear _w^er at the}^| • 


Soviet tests with long range missiles; 
could block SALT progress, says U.S. 


WASHINGTON, Feb. 2 
(R)-The Soviet Union has test- 
fired long-range Cruise missiles 
from its Backfire bomber, L ; .S. 
Government sources said yes- 
terday. 

Tbe Backfire— NATO code 
name for the Tupolev TU-26 
twin-jet swing-wing bomber— has 
been a cause of argument in 
U.S. — Soviet negotiations for a 
second SALT (Strategic Arms 
Limitation) agreement. 

The Russians refuse to have the 
Backfire considered a strategic 
weapon for SALT purposes, argu- 
ing that it is designed mainly for 
use in Europe. 

Under the proposed treaty, 
however, the U.S. would count it 
against the weapons ceiling set for 
Moscow if it carried Cruise mis- 


siles with a range of more than 600 
kilometres. 

The U.S. sources said several 
recent test-Fuings sent motor dri- 
ven Cruise missiles, launched by 
Backfire, over an average of 1 ,200 
kilometres. 

Yesterday. U.S. Government 
sources confirmed a report in the 
Baltimore Sun newspaper that 
new* intelligence reports said eight 
Sower tests— one as recently as 
two weeks ago— concerned long- 
range Cruise missiles launched 
from the Backfire^ 

Defence Department officials 
acknowledged that the develop- 
ment would mean an additional 
burden on administration officials 
who must defend a SALT treaty 
against critics in the Senate. 

Enough Senators have ques- 


Mouday togetiw 
note. Asnnfltttri 


that the administration wflThave./ The fost intitcaT 
difficulty obtaining a reqmred - camc-^wfon^ ^ 
two-thirds approval. r ---' - browni^r'fK^^ 

Defence Secretary Harold side the j^cSraM 
Brown told the bouse committee Monday togetittf 
that the Backfire would auto- : note. Asimflfttirf 
matically be classified a strategic terday tothe ^a 
weapon and thus 1 counted .’'in ' -A ipokeshi^ 

SALT totals if it were amjed whh Regulatory 
Cruise missiles with ranges "of “Youcarft oseifi 
more than 600 kilometres. r ' . . unless ydu’ Sa^ 
But it was not clear tharMos- ■ plant— someth^ 
cow had accepted such tenns in complex, 
the most recent negotiations on - sive.-” 7 
the SALT treaty. . M-uiVratoryS 

The draft treaty requires &>vieL - firmed tbaHjjtohi 
heavy bombers to have 7 * exter- V the 
nafly observable differences”.. if 7 securhyau^^S 
they carry long-range Cruise mis-. fflyJrow titeyfegF 
siles. ; ; nonhaitlfea ^8 


•A ^pokes^^a 
Regulatory -ipw, . " 
“You carftase^’7 
unless you’ Kate ' 


- sive. 

An^ri'entory^ 


Europe’s 
in share 


By Terry Byland 


market 

options 


Share options trading is booming oa... 2£^f^ 
almost every American stock 
exchange, but the introduction of the 
idea on the other side of the Atlantic has v heiaufi 




HoB anti, haves 

i ceisfhl betats^ 


LONDON: The U.S. business- 
man has always seen himself as the 
true pioneer of capitalism, com- 
mitted to the pursuit of free enter- 
prise to a degree never equalled by 
his European counterparts, and he 
is often quite correct. 

American business enthrones 
competition and rejects the 
suggestion that any business sec- 
tor, be it banking, medicare, or 
pension insurance, can regard 
itself as above the fray. 

But American capitalism has 
not always travelled weH when 
exported to Europe, where slock 
exchanges, to name but one 
example, have proved unwilling to 
accept the full implications of 
naked competition. 

It is beginning to look as though 
the market in traded share 
options— Chicago’s latest con- 
tribution to the world of 
business— has suffered a severe 
bout of sea sickness during the 
transatlantic voyage. 

For there is now a marked 
divergence of experience between 
the U.S. markets in share options, 
which go from strength, to 


strength, and those in Europe, 
which look more and more like 
weak sisters at the end of the Fust 
year of trading approaches. 

The concept of trading in 
options on shares, as distinct from 
simply taking an option and then 
waiting for the due time before 
deciding what to do with it, was 
born in Chicago in April 1973. 
Share options now attract inves- 
tors by the millions in the U.S. and 
are traded on every major Ameri- 
can exchange, except for the New 
York Stock Exchange. 

It is not too much to say that the 
progress of share option trading in 
the U.S. has astounded even the 
most hardened market men. T ur- 
nover in share options has risen 
from zero in 1973 to an estimated 
ten billion contracts in 1978. 

Option trading played a sig- 
nificant role in the rapid rise in 
U.S. equity markets early in 1978; 
it has since survived a freeze on 
new listing imposed by the Sec- 
urities and Exchange Com- 
mission, which is even now 
endeavouring to complete a study 
of a market which, it is generally 
agreed, is still somewhere beyond 
human ken. 


When Europe, after much 
encouragement from across the. 
Atlantic, decided to try out an 
options market of its own. it was 
Amsterdam and London which 
vied for the honour of opening the 
show in April 1978. 

But the attractions now seem to 
be fading fast. Turnover on the 
Amsterdam options exchange 
(the European Options 
Exchange) broke through to 
above 10,(300 contracts per week 
just before Christmas. This was 
heartening, but a far cry from the. 
target of 7,000 contracts a day 
which the exchange originally 
hoped to achieve within the first 
year of trading. In fact this target 
has now been abandoned and the 
exchange would be more than 
happy with a total of 2.000 con- 
tracts a day — a figure requiring a 
substantial further improvement 
on performance to date. 

London chose last April to open 
a subdued and relatively expen- 
sive system of options trading and, 
within its somewhat limited target 
range, made a fair start. 

The market was then aiming at a 
break-even point of about 800 
contracts per day. 


had mixed results. 


•*- ' the je^ers ;6§j. :■ 




But before the end of the year, 
the London Stock Exchange dis^ 
closed that option turnover, was 
reaching record totals of 1.200 
contracts a day. and that the 
exchange was making a profit on 
traded option business. 

The exchange commented that 
"investors of nearly ail types” had 
moved into options, taking over 
the running of the market from the 
professional. This calmed a fear 
that the private investor — who is 
becoming an increasingly rare bird 
in the U.K. - would not take the 
lead from his U.S. counterpart 
who has jumped into the option 
market. 

. But London may have been 
clapping itself on the back too 
soon. For the U.K, Inland 
Revenue delivered a shock to the 
option marker with a ruling on 
capital gains tax. 

. The ruling, which said that 
investing institutions normally 
exempt from capital gains tax are 
not so exempt when dealing in 
options, was not wholly unex-' 
pected.. The attitude of the U.K 


. 7 '.to-date : prices $ c 

authorities towards taxation on sfoc&si i'i ” ; : 


option profits -has. always 'been sr'fi-* J • - 

major uncertainty for the market : 

But the ruling against the institu--' i^tockssiprtly^ > - • 
tions certainly dealt a blow to the - an d _ '* •- . .’ - 

option market. . - • — r - "• ™ ■/ ^ • 

Turnover fell from an average ' 

768 contracts a day to only 559 in - ' Europeah .-Q^ ... . 

the days following tbe Tnlar^ . 7fau^ -remafe^ -- r : 

Revenue statement. If can be said scp^7 .7 : ? {^i. 

that many of the. market-' pro-; ■- , ' .AlTtiuS; ^ 

fessiooals still believe that txradoa 

will follow the Dutch lead .in'- .aitertaihedj'^g : ^ 

releasing from taxation . 

made by offering stock for option 7Eittop£- J&j*- - ? ’ • ^ 7 - -* 
contracts — or “writing", ’.as' it is: trad^Cl^:^.’ 1 ! - -7* * 
known. However, only the" future ^ 7 7 ~ *7 

can tell;. Perhaps more -cjisy /, -, r ' -V 
appointing has- beeii “ '•** 

complete collapse of 7^ _.' v 

Europe would, . in. the .erne frf~ : ~ 

traded options, manage v 

a united front to ihatch the’ftoWer - v. 
of the U .S. ma rkets -andiiivesio^ip^i^n^^ ^ 

The rivalry between Amstertta^^^ ^3r 

and London to be die first to 

can now be regarded -_ r 


‘ : V V.. 
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